
 

 

From the District Governor 3 

From the District Chaplain  5 

Peace Poster Results 7 

PID Lion Mike Butler for International Vice President Inset 14 

Veterans Day Activities 15 

Involving  Returning Soldiers in Lionism 17 

Mid-Winter Conference Registration 18 

MESU 20 

State Convention Registration 24 

Calendar of Events 26 

Thanksgiving Day has recently 

concluded, but I thought that I'd 

start my article with two quotes: 

 

"Gratitude is not only the greatest 

of virtues, but the parent of all the 

others." --Cicero, Roman orator 

and philosopher.  

 

I would rather be able to appreciate 

things which I can not have than to 

have things I am not able to appre-

ciate."  --Elbert Hubbard, Ameri-

can writer. 

 

This past November 11th was Vet-

erans Day (nee Armistice Day 

from WW I era), and the city of 

San Antonio held its annual Veter-

ans Day Parade on Saturday, No-

vember 8th.  And this year, in addi-

tion to having Lions from around 

the area participate, the Texas 

Leos joined in the parade fun.  You 

see, this particular weekend the 

Leos were having their annual 

state-wide convention in San Anto-

nio.  So I extended an invitation to 

the Leos to join in our parade. 

They enjoyed themselves and so 

did we Lions! 

 

 I'm proud to report to our District 

that we now officially have a new 

Lions Club - the Castroville Lions 

Club! 

 

Their Charter Night took place at 

the Alsatian Hotel on November 

1 8 t h .  Ou r  m a i n  s p e a ke r 

was PID Mike Butler, who went 

out of his way to attend this gala 

despite his rigorous world-wide 

campaign schedule.  Lion Mike 

was did a fantastic job, as usual, 

and his presence, along with Lion 

Sheryl, added much to the event. 

There are few districts in Lions 

International who is blessed with 

the like of Lion Mike Butler.  I, for 

one, am proud to be associated 

with Lion Mike Butler. 

 

On November 24th, the District's 

Peace Poster contest was con-

cluded at Our Lady of the Lake 

University in San Antonio.  Many 

entries were judged and evaluated, 

and a good number of people - Li-

ons and others - were in atten-

dance.  Great support and leader-

ship was provided by Lion Maxine 

Garza of the Stockdale Lions Club 

and Lion Monique Reardon of 

the Helotes Lions Club. 

(Continued  on page 2) 
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From District Governor Rod Chisholm 

So now we are into December, eh? 

This is the month that children of all 

ages look forward to...Lions too! 

 

Bart Simpson did his not-very-level 

best to get into the spirit of the holi-

day when, in a past episode, he 

asked:  "Aren't we forgetting the 

true meaning of this day - the birth 

of Santa?" 

 

And leave it to late-night talk show 

host Jay Leno to come up with this 

cynical twist on nativity scenes, the 

courts and the nation's capital:  "The 

Supreme Court has ruled they can-

not have a nativity scene in Wash-

ington, D.C. “This wasn't for any 

religious reason.  They couldn't find 

three wise men and a virgin.” 

 

Besides the upcoming Christmas 

events, Lions are preparing for the 

upcoming Mid-Winter Convention 

in Eagle Pass.  There are two clubs 

in Eagle Pass - Eagle Pass Border 

Club and Eagle Pass Evening Club. 

  

Both are diligently working to make 

this a great event.  Make your plans 

to attend this event - it occurs two 

short weeks into the new year - 

January 17 and 18.  A registration 

form is included in this newsletter. 

 Please make your reservations as 

soon as possible. 

 

At the Mid-Winter, the Youth Con-

tests will take place.  This includes: 

--The Diabetic Awareness Essay 

(chaired by Lion Katherine Wil-

lems-Darter, Natalia Lions Club) 

--Outstanding Youth (chaired by 

Lion Ken Book, Region 20 Lions 

Club) 

--Drug Awareness Speech Contest 

(chaired by Mando Landeras, Sa-

binal Lions Club) 

--We will also present the winner of 

the Peace Poster Contest. 

 

PDG Raymond Conner (Edgewood 

Lions Club) is the overall Youth 

Task Force chairman. The Young 

Women's Pageant will take place 

during the District Convention on 

April 11-12. 

 

The Mid-Winter convention is the 

venue to introduce candidates for 

district offices.  In addition, we have 

scheduled a terrific motivational 

speaker for the Saturday luncheon. 

You don't want to miss this one! 

 

--The calendar continues with the 

Texas Lions Forum in Austin on 

March 1-2. 

 

--The District 2-A2 District Con-

vention will be held in San Antonio 

on April 11-12. 

 

--The Texas State Convention will 

start in Galveston and continue on a 

cruise ship from May 15-19. 

 

--The Lions International Conven-

tion will be held in Toronto from 

July 4-8.  This is the all-important 

meeting whereby Lions will select 

the new 2nd International Vice 

President.  Each club has a 

vote...large clubs get additional 

votes (one vote per 25 members - 

rounded to the nearest).  But there is 

NO Absentee Ballots allowed.  If a 

club doesn't send a delegate, then 

that club loses its vote!  It's impera-

tive that each and every club in the 

district send a delegate to Toronto in 

order to place our vote for Lion 

Mike Butler. 

 

Finally...of you really want to do 

something special for your family 

this December 25th, pull out this 

191-year-old poem from the Christ-

mas trunk and read it aloud to a 

child - or read it to adults and see it 

bring childlike joy to their faces. 

 

This is Christmas.  It is a special 

time of year made even more magi-

cal by the images Clement Moore 

gave us as his gift of the season. 

Let's continue to enjoy it and cap-

ture a little of Christmases past. 

 

Remember: 

 

"I heard him exclaim, ere he drove 

out of sight, 

 

'Happy Christmas to all, and to all a 

good night!'" 

 

And a good night and happy Christ-

mas to all of you. 

 

Rod ChisholmRod ChisholmRod Chisholm   

Governor, District 2Governor, District 2Governor, District 2---A2A2A2   

(Continued from page 1) 



 

 

District NewsDistrict News  Volume 1, Issue 6Volume 1, Issue 6  Page Page 33  



 

 

Page Page 44  District NewsDistrict News  Volume 1, Issue 6Volume 1, Issue 6  Page Page 44  

Dear Lions, 

 

Biggest Veterans Day Parade 

Ever! One hundred and thirty-five 

LIONS and LEOS with great ex-

citement and enthusiasm - LION 

SPIRIT !!! 

 

Thanks to all of our members who 

made it happen and Big Thanks to 

Lion Liz Baumgardner and the 

MD-2 LEO COUNCIL for joining 

us in this year’s Parade on Nov 

9.The pictures tell the story: 

And a GREAT BIG Congratula-

tions to CHARTER PRESIDENT 

BRENDA KEMPF and all the 

Great Lions of our new Castroville 

Lions Club.  What a great event at 

their Charter Banquet on Novem-

ber 18 and what a tremendous mes-

sage to get them moving forward 

was delivered by our own PID 

Mike Butler - we look forward for 

the entire world of Lionism to be 

able to benefit from the leadership, 

commitment and passion of our 

Friend, Lion Mike.  

It is definite that you and your 

Club have tremendously positive 

influences on your local communi-

ties.  We are ASKING that as you 

conduct your SERVICE EVENTS 

and do YOUR FUNDRAISING 

that you document the ACTION 

showing as many Lions as possible 

and all other of the activity that 

you can PHOTOGRAPH or ESPE-

CIALLY TAKE VIDEO OF and 

share with us.  WE ARE ANX-

IOUS TO SHOW WHAT YOU 

DO.  What you do in your commu-

nity is what sustains your Club and 

invites others to join you.   

(Continued on page 5) 

From First Vice District Governor Lion Sam Pantusa 

Lion Mike meeting Lions while be-

ing honored in Nepal. 
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At  this time of the year as we pre-

pare for Christmas we hear in Luke’s 

gospel of John the Baptist preparing 

the way for our Lord.  When I hear 

this I am reminded of a story I heard 

years ago.  The story is at the turn of 

the 19th century and tells of man 

looking out his window at dusk and 

seeing a blind lamplighter lighting 

the street lights as the evening ap-

proaches preparing the way for oth-

ers.  He does this for others with no 

thought of reward for himself. 

 

As I reflected on this I thought of the 

ads on TV recently depicting 

“service” and thought about Lions 

and our motto of “We Serve.”  This 

picture of  this blind lamplighter 

helping others without thought of 

personal gain really is an example of 

our motto.  As we prepare to cele-

brate Hanukkah, Christmas, and 

Kwanza let us reach out to help oth-

ers and fulfill our motto “We Serve.”  

May you have a joyous season filled 

with happiness and love. 

 

Doug Thomas 
District 2-A2 Chaplain 

From District Chaplain  Lion Doug Thomas 
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From First Vice District Governor Lion Sam Pantusa 

It should also be a great source of 

pride and a point to discuss with 

others that YOU ARE ALSO Help-

ing People in Need in MASSIVE 

NUMBERS ALL OVER THE 

WORLD.  “From one life im-

proved with a pair of recycled 

glasses to the millions who have 

received treatment for river blind-

ness, everything we do as Lions 

counts. Numbers are an easy way 

to keep track of what we do, but 

it’s hard to measure the true impact 

of our work on people and commu-

nities – or the emotional reward 

Lions get from helping people in 

need.”   

For  the huge numbers served just 

click here to view sights  like 

120,000,000 children helped to 

have vision issues corrected and 

41,000,000 children vaccinated for 

measles and 8,000,000 cataract 

surgeries provided and the big 

numbers continue. BE PROUD to 

SHARE WHO YOU ARE and 

THE HUGE IMPACT YOUR 

CLUBS HA VE  ON T HE 

WORLD. 

 

Wishing each of you in your Fam-

ily of Club Members and, most 

especially, to You and Your Loved 

Ones, a Very Blessed and MERRY 

CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR. 

May all that you hope to be near, 

be able to be with you, and all 

those that you are missing be with 

you in spirit and love.  MERRY 

CHRISTMAS! 

 

It’s Great to Be A LION!!!                     

It is a privilege to serve with you.                                  

 

Thanks for listening.                              
  

1st VDG Sam1st VDG Sam1st VDG Sam   
spantusa@yahoo.com 

210 326 3915  

(Continued from page 4) 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/our-impact/by-the-numbers/index.php
mailto:spantusa@yahoo.com
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From SVDG Jim Weed 

It’s December and the holidays 

are here. I really enjoy Christmas 

and all the trappings, decorations 

and movies. The Christmas carols 

take me back to when I was a 

child and memories I thought I 

had forgotten.  

 

I was in a shopping mall shortly 

before Thanksgiving and was 

watching some workers setting up 

a display where Santa Claus 

would soon be sitting to find out 

what children wanted for Christ-

mas. As I stood there watching 

the workers I struck up a conver-

sation with a man I at first 

thought was the mall manager. 

He was supervising the work and 

pointing out minor corrections 

that needed to be made so I 

would assume anyone would 

have made the same mistake I 

did. It turns out this man was not 

the mall manager, but was Santa 

Claus himself. So I asked if I 

could have interview for our Dis-

trict Newsletter and Santa Claus 

graciously agreed. 

 

So here is that interview with 

Santa Claus: 

 

Lion Jim: Santa Claus, thank you 

for sitting down with me this af-

ternoon and giving me this inter-

view. 

 

Santa Claus: I’m happy to talk 

with you, and please, just call me 

Nick. 

 

Lion Jim: Okay, Nick. I know 

you have lots of work to do so I’ll 

just cut the questions that have 

puzzled me for years. How do 

you deliver all those toys around 

the world in just one night? 

 

Nick: Ho, Ho, Ho. I get that 

question all the time. I’ve seen 

some movies about me where try 

to explain it though time travel or 

stopping time or some other non-

sense. Of course all those movies 

are just fiction, but some come 

pretty close to getting a few 

things right. 

 

It’s no secret how I deliver all 

those toys, it’s just not publicized 

very much. I have a lot of help. 

 

Lion Jim: The elves you mean? 

 

Nick: Well, yes, there are the 

elves, but they stay at the North 

Pole. I have helpers all around the 

world. 

 

Lion Jim: Really? Can you tell 

me who they are? 

 

Nick: I can’t name them all, it 

would take too long, but I can tell 

you they are all members of a Li-

ons Club like the elves and I. 

 

Lion Jim: You and the elves 

have your own Lions Club? 

 

Lion Nick: Ho, Ho, Ho. You 

sound surprised. But, no, we 

don’t have own club. It would 

make it to difficult for the District 

Governor to come visit. We are a 

branch club. While our home club 

works several service projects 

every year, our branch club fo-

cuses on toys for Christmas. 

 

Lion Jim: You said members of 

Lions Clubs help you. What is it 

they do and how do they do that? 

 

Lion Nick: Until Lions Clubs 

were formed in 1917 the elves 

and I had to stage all they toys for 

delivery directly from the North 

Pole. It made it very difficult 

some years and really tired out 

the reindeer. But once Lions 

Clubs starting forming around the 

world we worked out a method to 

pre-stage the toys with the clubs 

starting in October each year. 

Now, instead of all the toys being 

distributed from the North Pole, 

we have a distribution center 

where ever there is a Lions Club. 

It makes the work much easier 

and the reindeer a lot happier. 

 

With the Lions help I don’t need 

to delivery every toy myself. I 

have help and it’s a good thing I 

do. With the number of children 

in the world today I might have to 

find a way to time travel or stop 

the clock if it weren’t for the Li-

ons. Ho! Ho! Ho! 

 

Lion Jim: You’ve been making 

and delivering toys for a lot of 

(Continued on page 7) 

Page Page 66  Page Page 66  Volume 1, Issue 5Volume 1, Issue 5  Volume 1, Issue 6Volume 1, Issue 6  



 

 

Page Page 77  Page Page 77  District NewsDistrict News  District NewsDistrict News  Volume 1, Issue 5Volume 1, Issue 5  Volume 1, Issue 6Volume 1, Issue 6  

From SVDG Jim Weed 

years now. Why do you do it? Do 

you ever think of retiring? 

 

Lion Nick: Retire? Maybe some-

day, but I don’t have any plans to 

retire any time soon, and I do it 

for the same reason all the Lions 

do. I do it because it’s fun and it 

makes a difference. The look on a 

child’s face when they first see 

the gift they’ve received and the 

laughter and joy they have when 

they play with it, that’s a pay-

check no bank can cash. It’s 

priceless. 

 

Lion Jim: Thank you, Nick, for 

speaking with me this afternoon. 

 

Lion Nick: You are quite wel-

come. And you need to get a 

move-on. 

 

Lion Jim: Me? What makes you 

say that? 

 

Lion Nick: You’re club’s wrap-

ping Christmas presents this eve-

ning. See? You’re part of my dis-

tribution network, too. 
 

Yours  in service, 

 

2nd VDG JIM2nd VDG JIM2nd VDG JIM   

(Continued from page 6) 

2-A2 Peace Poster Contest  

Caroline Shumway, District 2-A2 winner. Mike Rourke, Debby Erby and  Atlanio Carzq, 2-A2 judges. 
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Toronto 
2014 

PID Lion Mike Butler 
for 

Second Vice President 
of 

Lions Clubs International 

PID Lion Mike ButlerPID Lion Mike Butler  
forfor  

Second Vice PresidentSecond Vice President  
ofof  

Lions Clubs InternationalLions Clubs International  

PID Lion Mike Butler for Second International Vice President Insert 
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 Registration for International Convention • Toronto • July, 2014 
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PID Lion Mike Butler Honored in Nepal 
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Del Rio Veterans Day Ceremonies 
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San Antonio Clubs Join in Veterans Day Parades 
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Eagle Pass • Mid Winter Conference Registration 

DISTRICT 2-A2 MID-WINTER CONFERENCE 

January 17 & 18, 2014 
EAGLE PASS INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR TRADE 

3295 Bob Rogers, Eagle Pass, Texas 78852 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

  
□ Lion - Office Held: ___________________________          □ Spouse         □ Guest  
 

 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

  
□ Lion - Office Held: ____________________________        □ Spouse          □ Guest 
  

Club Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
  
City: _________________________________________________ Zip Code: __________ 

  
Phone: (Home): _________________________ (Cell): ____________________________  

 
 
Quantity                                                                                      Amount 

 
________ Early Registration: Lions, Spouse and Guests - $15.00 ea. ____________ 

(On or Before January 5, 2014)  
NOTE: Late Registration: $20.00 after January 6, 2014  
 (Includes Friday Social, Hot Breakfast & Lunch)    

  
Please mail completed registration form with payment, payable to:  
 

Eagle Pass Border Lions Club                             Contact Numbers: 
c/o Mireya Hernandez                                  President Rewa Seth 830-776-2603 

P. O. Box 7403                                             Secretary Lizz Gonzalez 830-968-6797 
Eagle Pass, Texas 78853 
 Cell Phone: 830-968-7249 

 
  
Friday Registration: Starts at 4 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Express  

Friday Social: 7:00 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Express  
  

Saturday Registration: 8:00 a. m  
Business Meeting – Saturday, January 18, 2014 @ 9:00 a.m. at the International Center  

(Continued on page 19) 
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for Trade . Lunch to be served immediately after the Business Meeting  

 

Reserve your lodging directly with: 
 

 
 

  
Holiday Inn Express 
2007 N. Veterans Blvd 
Phone: 830-757-3050 
Rate: $89.00 per night book before Dec 28 

  

  
La Quinta 
2525 E Main St 
Phone: 830-773-7000 
Rate: $85.00 per night 
  

  
Quality Inn 
1973 N. Veterans Blvd. 
Phone: 830-758-1234 
Rate: $69.99 per night 

  

Maverick Inn 
1711 Main St. 
Phone: 830-757-1711 
Rate: $59.00 per night 
  

  
Microtel 
2352 El Indio Hwy 
Phone: 830-776-5673 
Rate: 69.99 per night 

  

Town Place Suites Marriot 
2033 N. Veterans Blvd. 
Phone: 830-757-0077 
  

  
Hampton Inn 
3301 Main St 
Phone: 830-757-5565 
  

  

Knights Inn 
2297 Del Rio Hwy 
Phone: 830-773-1811 
  

  
Motel 6 Lakeside 
2338 E. Main 
Phone: 830-757-8100 

  

Casino Hotel Bar & Grill 
183 FM 2030 
Phone: 830-758-0725 
Or 830-758-0744 
  

  
Lucky Eagle Casino 
Phone: 830-773-2255 
  
  

  

  

(Continued on page #) 
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MESU Rolls Into Del Rio 
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The photograph above was not taken in Del Rio, 

but in Europe. I thought it was such a contempla-

tive expression; pensive. What must he have 

been planning for the days activities to share 

American Leo culture with European?  

 

To be in such an important role as the Youth Ex-

change Program must sometimes weigh heavy on 

his mind. 

 

When I had a chance to ask him, he responded 

(as only PDG Chris could do) “I was waiting for 

some LEO’s and was really  bored.”   

 

Thanks a lot Chris, for the profound quote. 



 

 

Texas Lions Leadership Forum 

Page Page 2323  Page Page 2323  District NewsDistrict News  Volume 1, Issue 5Volume 1, Issue 5  Volume 1, Issue 6Volume 1, Issue 6  



 

 

District NewsDistrict News  Page Page 2424  Volume 1, Issue 5Volume 1, Issue 5  District NewsDistrict News  Volume 1, Issue 6Volume 1, Issue 6  Page Page 2424  



 

 

District NewsDistrict News  Page Page 2525  

LIONS CLUB MD-2 STATE CONVENTION  
      MAY 15TH-19TH, 2014 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Date Of Birth: _____/______/______ 

Convention Attendee (Please Check One):  _____YES       _____NO 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Date Of Birth: _____/______/______ 

Convention Attendee (Please Check One):  _____YES       _____NO 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Date Of Birth: _____/______/______ 

Convention Attendee (Please Check One):  _____YES       _____NO 
 

Name: ________________________________________________ 

Date Of Birth: _____/______/______ 

Convention Attendee (Please Check One):  _____YES       _____NO 
 

Home Telephone: (             ) _____-___________  Cell:: (             ) _____-___________   
 

SELECT CABIN AND CATEGORY SPACE 

____ Inside Cabin Category 4B:  $590.00 per person   Deposit $____________ 

____ Inside Cabin Category 4C:  $595.00 per person   Installments  ___Y  ____N 

____ Inside Cabin Category 4D:  $600.00 per person   Paid In Full   ____Y ____N 

____ Inside Cabin Category 4E:  $605.00 per person 

____ Oceanview Cabin Category 6B:  $640.00 per person 

____ Oceanview Cabin Category 6C:  $645.00 per person 

____ Balcony Cabin Category 8B:  $720.00 per person 

____ Balcony Cabin Category 8C:  $725.00 per person 

____ Balcony Cabin Category 8D:  $735.00 per person 
 

Third and Fourth Passengers Categories 4B-4E: $270.00 per person 

Third and Fourth Passengers Categories 6B-6C: $290.00 per person 

Third and Fourth Passengers Categories 8B-8D: $310.00 per person 

 

Payment Form:  Check  Cash   Amount Paid: __________ 

(circle one) Credit Card Number: ___________________________  Exp: _________ 
 

Billing Address: _____________________________________      

 _____________________________________ 

 _____________________________________ 
 

NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT OF $25.00 PER PERSON IS DUE TO RESERVE SPACE ON THE CRUISE FOR DOUBLE CABINS.  

TRIPLES AND QUADS WILL REQUIRE FULL DEPOIST OF $125.00 PER PERSON TO SECURE CABIN. 
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December 2013 

   Last day for 

early discount 

on convention 

registration fees  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Sun                Mon                 Tue                   Wed        Thu                  Fri                  Sat 

Just Click

Just Click  Here!
Here!  

The Lions of Texas have a race of their hands. You can help in TWO WAYS: First and foremost register for 

the International Convention in Toronto, Canada and go and vote! And/or, second, help defray the cost of the 

campaign with a monetary donation. 

 

Make your check payable to: Mike Butler Campaign 

 

Mail to: PDG Sam Lindsey, Campaign Treasurer 

P.O. Box 1100 

Hilltop Lakes, TX 77871 

 

This race will be won, but only with your support. Thank you in advance for your efforts. Toronto will be a 

great place for the next big Texas Victory. See you in Toronto! 

 

Brother and Sister Lions, 
 
I have the difficult task of reporting 
to you that this will be my last news-
letter for District 2-A2. 
 
David, my Partner-in-Service, has 
been re-assigned to the Border Patrol 
Sector in El Paso.  So, in a few 
weeks to a month I will be living in 

El Paso. At the time, we are in the 
process of moving which prevents 
me from spending the time it takes to 
publish your Newsletter. 
 
I plan on remaining in the Del Rio 
Host Lions Club so I will still be part 
of this wonderful district, but I will 
be attending meetings in El Paso. It 
should be fun meeting new Lions 

and visiting new clubs.  
 
But I’ll miss you all more than I can 
say. So for now, I’ll just say thank 
you for letting me be a part of this 
Lions family. Merry Christmas, and 
love to you all. 
 

Lion Wendy Van WinkleLion Wendy Van WinkleLion Wendy Van Winkle 

Goodbye the From District Newsletter Editor 

Lions Eye Bank Week  

International 

Leo Day  

M
err

y  

Chri
stm

as! 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/news-and-events/international-convention/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/groups/District2A2/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/District2A2/
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/planning-projects/sight-hearing/sight/eye-banks/eye-bank-week.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/planning-projects/youth/leo-zone/index.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/planning-projects/youth/leo-zone/index.php

