
 

 

As the Lions' year comes to a close, a 

newer and better year looms ahead. Dis-

trict 2-A2 is most fortunate to have Lion 

Sam Pantusa as our Governor. Sam is 

prepared to take the mantra of leadership 

to the next level, and I, for one, am anx-

ious to lend my utmost support. 

 

Of course, typically an outgoing gover-

nor might be compelled to lend some 

sage advice to his successor. And since I 

don't have any such advice, I thought I'd 

pass on the advice that some youngsters 

provided: 

 

"When your dad is mad and asks you, 

'Do I look stupid?' don't answer him." - 

Michael, age 14 

 

"Never tell your mom that her diet is not 

working." - Robert, age 13 

 

"Don't pick on your sister when she's 

holding a baseball bat." - Joel, 10 

 

"Never trust a dog to watch your food." - 

Patrick, age 10 

 

"When you get a bad grade in school, 

show it to your mom when she's on the 

phone." - Alyesha, age 13 

 

"When your mom is mad at your dad, 

don't let her brush your hair." - Susan, 

age 11 

 

I'm not certain how this bit of advice can 

help Lion Sam, but there is a kernel of 

truth from these kids. 

 

A change in Governors...it happens 

every year at this time...is a good time 

for each club to take stock in whom we 

are serving, how will we accomplish our 

goals, how will we grow our club and 

how can we have fun doing this! 

Most people have one of two reactions 

to change. Either they believe it will 

never happen or it will never work! 

When Robert Fulton tested his first 

steamboat, a crowd gathered on the riv-

erbank while engineers tinkered with the 

machinery. Skeptics started shouting: 

"She'll never start! She'll never start!" 

Finally, amid smoke and sparks, the boat 

began moving upriver. The crowd fell 

silent for a moment. Then someone be-

gan yelling: "She'll never stop! She'll 

never stop!" 

 

Change for the sake of change is never a 

good idea. On the other hand, when a 

bad outcome seems certain, many lead-

ers are willing to try. Like comedian 

Irwin Corey, who once noted: "If we 

don't change direction soon, we'll end up 

at where we're going." 

 

Speaking of going somewhere...I'm ask-

ing each and every club to complete the 

Club Excellence Form and send them 

in to me for my signature. Achieving the 

Club Excellence award is a fantastic 

acknowledgement of what your club has 

accomplished over the past year. A few 

clubs have met all of the requirements 

for their Club Excellence Award except 

for a positive increase in NET mem-

bership. It's not too late! We have the 

month of June to accomplish that task. 

 

So now it's off to the final push for the 

year (after meeting the membership 

goals mentioned above). That push is 

Toronto! 

It's no surprise that so many Lions from 

Texas are lending their support to Lion 

Mike Butler as International 2nd Vice 

President. The impressive thing is that 

so many other States are backing Mike. 

The State Convention on the Cruise ship 

underscored the support that Mike has 

earned. A special presentation by Past 

International President Bill Biggs dem-

onstrated the kind of esteem that Mike 

has earned. 

 

But we all know the drill: there is no 

such thing as an absentee balloting al-

lowed at the Lions Convention...the 

delegate must be present to vote...and 

District 2-A2 will provide one of the 

largest delegations in the entire conven-

tion! YOU can make it happen. 

 

So...to summarize...get your member-

ship tallies up into the "plus" number 

and get Mike Butler elected! If we ac-

complish these two tings, then I will 

consider my year a success. 

 

And a successful Lions year is not a gift; 

it is an achievement! 

 

Thank You, 

 

Rod Chisholm 

 

 
 

 

From District Governor Rod Chisholm 
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My Fellow Lions, 
 

It’s June and we have two tasks as a 

District -  FINISH our year STRONG 

and PREPARE for our New Year. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to District 

Governor Rod for his steady hand in 

leading us through another OUT-

STANDING YEAR of SERVICE and 

GROWTH.  The best way that we can 

show our gratitude for his work and 

sacrifice and for that of his Partner-in 

Service, Lion Mary Jane, is to continue 

to grow our Clubs in Membership 

through the end of this month.  What a 

tremendous legacy for DG Rod to be 

able to continue the positive growth and 

provide the momentum to begin our 

new year.  It’s up to all of us to make 

that happen.  More members means 

stronger Clubs and stronger Clubs 

means more service to your communi-

ties. 
 

As for finishing strong, one part of that 

can be to put the finishing touches on 

our Very Successful STRIDE for 

SIGHT with a Club contribution.  If at 

all possible, make sure that your Club is 

counted with an end of the year contri-

bution to this year’s Stride for Sight 

that is dedicated to providing support 

for our LSRF Vision Screening Pro-

grams.  Vision Screening, now, in-

cludes the Mobile Eye Screening Unit 

and the KidSight Program.  Incoming 

Officers, as you put your calendars to-

gether for the coming year, include both 

of these service opportunities for your 

Club and consider a contribution to S4S 

to help with the costs that these pro-

grams incur.  Many thanks to all who 

worked hard to plan and conduct our 

5K’s and Mud Runs this year, and 

thanks to those who helped to make our 

Gas & Eats Raffle a sizeable contribu-

tor to the S4S overall campaign.  And a 

Great Big thanks to all the Clubs that 

supported the effort with an annual con-

tribution. 
 

PREPARING for the New Year begins 

with CLUB OFFICER TRAINING.  

Incoming GLT Coordinator, Lion Chris 

Condren has done a magnificent job in 

lining up the Training Dates, Locations, 

and Trainers to help all of our Clubs get 

the year started on the right foot.  Train-

ing begins May 31 and continues each 

Saturday through June.  See the Train-

ing Schedule posted in this Newsletter 

and make sure that you make use of this 

needed opportunity. 
 

And it’s not too soon to plan for our 

FIRST CABINET MEETING so plan 

to be with us in SABINAL on Saturday, 

JULY 26.  The Sabinal Lions have a 

great day planned for us with the meet-

ing to be held at Sabinal High School 

with some Great Food that I am told 

will be prepared by their Volunteer Fire 

Department.  The Sabinal Chamber of 

Commerce will also be participating to 

welcome us in grand style.  And we 

have a few new wrinkles to try out just 

to add some fun and to recognize the 

great work that you are always up to. 
 

Our personal thanks to the Great 

LaVernia Lions Club for inviting us to 

participate in this year’s Miss LaVernia 

Scholarship Pageant, a terrific produc-

tion that highlights that our future is in 

good hands.  We appreciate your very 

welcoming hospitality and congratula-

tions to the entire Miss LaVernia Court 

for 2014-2015.  
 

I Love Being a Lion.   Thanks for Lis-

tening. 
 

Sam Pantusa 

 

As we come to the end of the year I 

want to remind you of the Governor's 

100% Voluntary Contributions. The 

charities involved are: 

 

*Texas Lions Camp 

  $10.00 

 

*District 2A2 LSFR 

  $ 5.00 

 

*Texas Lions Foundation 

  $ 2.00 

 

*LCI Foundation 

  $ 1.00 

 

  Leader Dog Program 

  $ 2.00 

 

  District 2A2 Hearing Board 

  $ 1.50 

 

  District 2A2 Human Needs Board 

  $ 1.50 

 

  PET Project 

  $ 1.00 

 

  Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling 

  Center (TLERC) 

  $ 1.00 

 

  World Service for the Blind 

   $ 1.00 

 

  San Antonio Lighthouse for the Blind 

  $ 1.00 

 

A 100% club will donate to the four 

listed with * and select three of your 

choice from the remaining seven. 

 

Write separate checks to each charity. 

The checks should be sent to Lion 

Marilyn Weed, District 2A2 Treasurer. 

All 100% clubs will receive a banner 

patch in recognition of contributions 

over and above individual club ser-

vices. If you have any questions con-

cerning he Governor's 100% Award, 

please email Lion Marilyn Weed at 

mweed2A2@gmail.com. Thank you 

for supporting your District. 

From First Vice District Governor Lion Sam Pantusa 
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Music By 
BILLY MATA 

& THE TEXAS TRADITION 

CATERING BY : RONNIE KIOLBASSA 
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CHINA GROVE 

AREA LIONS CLUB 

“Celebrating 32 Years of Service” 

Saturday November 1, 2014 
Martinez Dance Hall - 7791 FM 1346 

(intersection of FM1346 and FM 1516) 

Corporate tables: $250.00 (includes 8 tickets, reserved table & corporate recognition) 

SILENT AUCTION 

6 PM - 9 PM 

DONATION 

$25.00 per person 

DANCE 

8 PM - Midnight 

Raffle 

Tickets 

 

Trips 

 

Merchandise 

 

Fun Items 

Bar-B-Q Dinner Beef & Sausage 6 PM - 8 PM 

All Donations Welcome! 
For More Information: Contact Cathy Ripps 210-648-9242 or John Hydrick 210-844-1764 

or Any China Grove Lions Club Member 



 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you for trusting me with the re-

sponsibility to serve as your 2nd Vice 

District Governor of District 2A2 for the 

Lions year 2014 – 2015.  I would also 

like to thank my home club Kerrville 

Host Lions, for having the faith in my 

capabilities to nominate me for this posi-

tion. 

 

I am looking forward to working with 

Governor Elect Sam and 1st Vice Dis-

trict Governor Elect Jim.  This is going 

to be a very exciting year.  There are 

some changes coming about which 

promises to make things run more 

smoothly and to make the meetings 

more interesting for all Lions. 

 

One of the things Lion Sam has asked 

me to do, is to produce a slide presenta-

tion of Lions working.  If you have pho-

tos from your events, email them to me 

so we can have a presentation ready for 

all cabinet meetings.  We want to let the 

Lions in our district see other Lions 

working at their events. 

 

If there is anything I can help you with, 

just ask.  If there are any questions that I 

do not have an immediate answer to, be 

assured I will get you the requested in-

formation as quickly as possible. 

 

You may contact me either by email: 

lee.papajohn@gmail.com or by cell: 830 

370-3156. 

 

At your service, 

John Lee 

From 2nd Vice District Governor Elect Lion John Lee 
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CLUB OFFICER TRAINING SCHEDULE 

FOR 

2014-1015 OFFICER 

 

Each year District 2A-2 offers training for incoming club officers.  This training 

provides some background about Lions International and District 2 A2. There 

are specific breakout sessions for Club Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers.  

You will be provided with the tools necessary to manage a club while providing 

quality service to your local community, all while having fun with Lions activi-

ties! Incoming Club Officers are strongly encouraged to attend one of these 

trainings.  Other club officers are welcome to attend. 

 

ALL TRAININGS ARE SCHEDULED ON A SATURDAY 

FROM 9:00 AM until 12:00 NOON 

 

SATURDAY –JUNE 7, 2014 CHINA GROVE CITY HALL 

    2412 South FM 1516, China Grove 

 

SATURDAY- JUNE 14, 2014 DEL RIO SAN FELIPE-TAINI LIONS HUT 

    201 Taini Street, Del Rio 

 

SATURDAY-JUNE 21, 2014 KERRVILLE 

    Club Ed Building, 1121 Second St, Kerrville 

 

PLEASE RSVP WITH THE DATES, NAME AND POSITIONS OF THE LI-

ONS WHO WILL BE ATTENDING TO:    LION CHRIS CONDREN:   

drake1432@yahoo.com or call 210-828-8508.  

Mark Your Calendar 

1st Cabinet Meeting July 26, 2014 in Sabinal 

2nd Cabinet Meeting October 11, 2014 in Natalia 

Mid-Winter Conference January 16-17, 2015 in San Antonio, Hill Country Retreat 

District Convention April 10-11, 2015 Kerrville - Inn of the Hills 

 

Council of Governors July 31 - August 1, 2014 Kerrville - YO Resort Hotel 

Council of Governors October 30 - November 1, 2014 Fort Worth 

Council of Governors February 5 - 7, 2015 Kerrville - YO Resort Hotel 

State Convention May 20 - 24, 2015 College Station 

 

International Convention June 26 - 30, 2015 Honolulu, Hawaii 

mailto:lee.papajohn@gmail.com
mailto:drake1432@yahoo.com


 

 

Lions in Action 

Texas Lions 

Eyeglass Recycling Center 
The Lubbock Ranger Raiders came to 

the Center for a work day. They worked 

very hard but seemed to enjoy their day. 

There will always be work days projects. 

Bring a group from your club and spend 

the day or the weekend. We dearly ap-

preciate all the help we can get !! 

 

Four people attended the class and clinic 

held every third weekend. The class will 

help you understand what TLERC is all 

about. The next class scheduled is July 

17-19. Training will not occur in June 

because of the annual board meeting. 

 

TLERC has provided glasses and frame 

to the following over the last 60 days: 

ECUADOR, LEMA PERU, HAITI, 

NAVAJO CHAPTERS Gallup NEW 

MEXICO, TANZANIA AFRICA, RIO 

BRAVO MEXICO, EGYPT, COLOM-

BIA, SAN JUAN P R.,CHINCIA 

PERU, REOSA MEXICO, HONDU-

RAS, CHIHUCHIA MEXICO LERC, 

AND NEW JERSEY LERC. 

 

Please remember we need donations to 

pay for the Bunkhouse. We have several 

levels of awards to honor your members 

as well. Be extra generous to TLERC in 

planning next year’s budget. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL 

SOUTHWESTERN MOTOR TRANS-

PORT TO SHIP YOUR GLASSES. 

THEY WILL PICK UP ONE BOX OR 

100. CALL VANECIA AT 800-533-

3217 EXT 3217. 

 

I will leave you with a quote (unknown) 

LIFE TAKES ON NEW INTEREST 

WHEN WE INVEST OUR LIVES IN 

OTHERS. 

 

I am( Your Name). I am husband, wife, 

father, professional. I am many things—

but where ever I go and whatever I do 

IWILL ALWAYS BE A LION! 

 

Ron Knott 

 

830-620-1598  

ron.knott42@gmail.com 

 

Texas Lions Foundation 
Yes, 2A2 is alive and well after all! 

 

After my message at the District Con-

vention and my article in the last news-

letter regarding the Texas Lions Founda-

tion and District 2A2, the Lions have 

really come to life.  Donations in the 

past six weeks have really been coming 

in.  While we won’t set any records, we 

have a reasonable showing for this year.  

Gov. Rod will receive his Ed Flood 

Award!  My trust, faith and pride in 2A2 

have been justified. 

 

I thank all of you for your continued 

hard work and for all you have given, 

but this year isn’t over for another six 

weeks.  It would be great if the District 

could raise another $2000-$3000 during 

that time frame.  You never know unless 

you try! 

 

Again, I thank you for everything you 

have done in the past and for what you 

will continue to do in the future.  I look 

forward to working with you and for you 

during this next year. 

 

In service, 

John Seale 

Chairman 

Texas Lions Foundation 

 

 

 

School Dictionaries 
PDG Cal and Lion Joyce Lawson of the 

Converse Lions Club, on behalf of their 

grand-daughter Isabella Lawson, do-

nated student dictionaries to her class 

and four other third grade classes at 

Longs Creek elementary school. Prici-

pal, Mr. Ford, and teacher, Mrs. Carlin 

(project coordinator) presented letters of 

appreciation as well as thank-you notes 

from all the students involved for the 

thoughtfulness and generosity of our 

Lions. They especially appreciated Lion-

ism and the great community services 

we perform. We Serve! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Texas Lions Camp 
Texas Lions Camp came in second in 

the Safeco Make More Happen contest 

and won $8500 for the camp. Thanks to 

all who participated and made this such 

a great success. Camp is ready to open 

for the summer. There is still room in 

the physically disabled camps so keep 

sending campers. Also, if you get a 

chance to visit the camp on any Friday 

evening during the summer; the Awards 

Ceremony for each camp is a very in-

spiring time. These kids have just had a 

fun week at camp, swimming, and 

horseback riding, doing arts and crafts, 

and other camp things. They are full of 

energy. We thank the staff and counsel-

ors for that they do to be sure the kids 

have a very great experience. Have a 

great summer. 

Doug Thomas 

Elected Director District 2A2 
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The Utopia Lions Club would like to 

introduce you to a gentleman in the Sa-

binal Canyon who has made a difference 

in the lives of others. Sid Chaney was 

born on February 11, 1945, in Utopia, 

attended Utopia Schools, and has spent 

the majority of his life in the Sabinal 

Canyon. 

Chaney attended Southwest Texas Jun-

ior College and Texas A&I University, 

majoring in draft evasion. However, 

when that didn’t work out, he was 

drafted into the Army on December 12, 

1966. He served until December 11, 

1968 and served in the RSVN July 21, 

1967 until July 20, 1968. Chaney re-

marked that since 1968 was Leap Year, 

he served an extra day. After his stint in 

the Army, he attended Surveying school 

at TSTI, Waco, and graduated May, 

1978. Upon graduation, Chaney worked 

for Chapman-Garrett Engineering in 

Uvalde and Edward Garret and Associ-

ates, also in Uvalde. He married the love 

of his life, Jacque O’Bryant, on May 1, 

1982. He passed his surveying exam in 

1985 and has had Chaney Surveying 

Company since then. He has also at-

tended Utopia United Methodist Church 

fairly regularly. 

 

In 1984, Chaney joined the Utopia Lions 

Club. He has been a Director several 

times. He has also headed the trash pick-

up for several years. Sid and Jacque 

have been in charge of the Ice Cream 

Crank-Off for many years, usually held 

in February right around Valentine’s 

Day. Chaney was named Lion of the 

Year the first year that award was given. 

 

Chaney recollects coming home from a 

Little League game, held in Knippa in 

1956. He was amazed that Utopia had 

street lights on for the first time, and he 

thinks there were five lights. He also 

remembers the Lions Club buying base-

ball uniforms for the teams which, up 

until then, had been shirts and jeans.  

Chaney said that through Lions Club, 

“Jacque and I made many friends.” They 

have also enjoyed showing their beagles 

when they were active in that. 

 

Thanks, Lion Sid Chaney, for you dedi-

cation and service to the Sabinal Canyon 

for thirty years. 

 

The Utopia Lions Club would like to 

introduce you to a gentleman in the Sa-

binal Canyon who has made a difference 

in the lives of others. Kent Kepler was 

born on March 10, 1937, in Oshkosh, 

Nebraska. He spent his early years in 

Big Springs, Nebraska, where he at-

tended a school very much like Utopia 

having around 80 students in the high 

school pulled in from four surrounding 

counties. 

 

Kepler attended Stanford University and 

admits it was a culture shock. He spent 

two years in Los Angeles area serving as 

a missionary. He attended seminary in 

Claremont, California, graduating in 

1984. The next year, he married Vir-

ginia, his lifelong bride, and served two 

years as campus minister at the Univer-

sity of Minnesota where he received an 

MA in English from the University of 

Minnesota grad school. They moved to 

Austin, Texas, where Kepler attended 

the University of Texas, spending five 

years in grad school. He taught at South-

western University in Georgetown, 

Texas. Kepler decided to go back into 

the ministry. Since that time, he has 

spent many years in Texas as a minister, 

beginning in the Del Rio/Brackettville 

area, two and one-half years in Heb-

bronville/Bruni/Mirando City, and one 

and one-half years in Odem. He served 

in Bishop for five years, Sonora for five 

years, Menard/Eden four years, San 

Saba for two years, three years in Big 

Lake/Barnhart, and served three years in 

Utopia. He retired from the ministry in 

2003. He has two children: Cynthia, 

born in 1971, and Catherine in 1973. 

Cynthia attended Stanford University 

and Duke Divinity, and now serves as a 

Methodist pastor in Austin. Catherine, 

attended Nebraska Wesleyan, and 

teaches in Brackettville. His wife, Vir-

ginia, taught many years and retired in 

2000.  

 

Lion Kepler joined the Hebbronville 

Lions Club in 1977, but it folded after 

one meeting. While living in Odem, he 

served as secretary/treasurer of the 

Odem Lions Club from 1979 through 

1981. Kepler was a member of the 

Bishop Lions Club from 1981 through 

1986, serving as the president of that 

club in 1986. While living in Big Lake, 

Kepler was a member of the Big Lake 

Lions Club from 1997 until 2001. Since 

moving to Utopia, he has been in the 

Utopia Lions Club since 2000 and has 

served as second vice-president, first 

vice-president, and president. An impor-

tant moment in Lion Kepler’s Lions 

Club career was sending a man to 

Michigan to receive a guide dog. 

 

Kepler recalls being a big, bruising 135 

pound center on the football team. He 

also attended Boys State after his junior 

year in high school. He also worked in 

church camps in Kentucky (1952) and 

Alaska (1958). He was in Alaska when 

it became a state. Kepler recalls a spe-

cial memory when, at his retirement in 

2003, he passed the mantle of clergy 

office to his daughter, Cynthia. He 

stated there wasn’t a dry eye in the 

place. 

 

Thanks, Lion Kent Kepler, for your 

dedication to Lions Club and for more 

than thirty years of service.  

Utopia Lions 
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SAVE   THE   DATE  and   

COME to  SABINAL, TEXAS 

Home of  the   SABINAL LIONS  CLUB  

 

 

2014-2015   FIRST  CABINET  MEETING 

SATURDAY    JULY  26, 2014 
at  SABINAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Continental Breakfast and Registration from 8:30 to 9:30am 

with meeting to begin at 9:30am  

More Details, Maps, and Agenda to follow in near future   

 

As one of our New Wrinkles, following a great lunch featuring a great program of interest, ZONE 
CHAIRS will conduct their first Zone Meeting of the year.  Having the Zone Meeting gets the 
year off on a good start and allows Committee Chairs and other District Leadership Team members 
to be present for questions that may arise and offers an opportunity to set Club visits for presenta-
tion of programs.  Most importantly, it also saves in the effort to have separate meeting times 
and places at later dates to have to coordinate all the schedules of Club Officers and other 
members who wish to attend.    

We’ll have you on your way home by 3:00pm. 

http://www.wildhogfestival.com/
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 Registration for International Convention • Toronto • July, 2014 
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The Lions of District 2-A2 Newsletter is published monthly. If you have stories, upcoming events or photos 
to submit, all are welcomed. Please do not send scans, as they do not reproduce well. You may send items 
digitally to Barbara Flynn, rick@richardflynn.biz  or mail them to: 
 

Lion Barbara Flynn 
204 Candice Drive 
Kerrville TX 78028 

 

Just Click Here! 

The Lions of Texas have a race of their hands. You can help in TWO WAYS: First and foremost register for 

the International Convention in Toronto, Canada and go and vote! And/or, second, help defray the cost of the 

campaign with a monetary donation. 

 

Make your check payable to: Mike Butler Campaign 

 

Mail to: PDG Sam Lindsey, Campaign Treasurer 

P.O. Box 1100 

Hilltop Lakes, TX 77871 

 

This race will be won, but only with your support. Thank you in advance for your efforts. Toronto will be a 

great place for the next big Texas Victory. See you in there! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/District2A2/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/District2A2/

