
As we consume the leftovers from all of the Thanksgiving feasts, we now turn our 

attention towards Christmas.  Tis the season that is full of recitals, dinners, parties 

and the children anticipating opening presents.  With all that going on, we need to 

be mindful of the “reason for the season”.  As we enter the Christmas holiday, keep 

in your mind and hearts on the needs of others, especially those affected by the two 

tragic events that impacted our area and the entire state and nation. 

 

 HURRICANE HARVEY – Hundreds of those affected are still struggling with 

its aftermath.  Some are still in shelters or are displaced due to the loss of their 

dwelling.  The MD-2 Texas Lions are working with Lions Clubs International 

Foundation (LCIF) to provide an additional grant of approximately $400,000.00 

(+/-) for the four Districts along the Texas Coast.  Donations through the Texas 

Lions Foundation and the MD-2 Texas Lions Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund have provided much needed 

funds.  Donations can continue to be made to: 

 

Texas Lions Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund (which is a 501(c)(4) entity) 

c/o MD-2 Texas Lions 

P.O. Box 294509 

Kerrville, Texas 78029 

If you need to make donations to a 501(c)(3) you can donate to LCIF or the Texas Lions Foundation.  

Please be sure to indicate that the donation is for Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund. 

L.C.I.F.      Texas Lions Foundation 

300 W. 22nd St.   or  P.O. Box 64881 

Oak Brook, IL 60523    Lubbock, TX 79464 

 

SUTHERLAND SPRINGS – As you may know, 2nd VDG Janie Garza lives in Sutherland Springs. She has 

been in contact with the District Attorney, attended several meetings, and has offered help from the Lions 

however needed.  District 2-A2 has set up a “Line Item” in our budget for assisting those affected by the trag-

edy  Several Lions, Clubs and others from throughout the State have made donations to the cause.  In recent 

news reports, comments are made that funeral and medical expenses are being paid.  Reality is that some of the 

costs are being covered by others, such as “basic” funeral costs and up to $50,000.00 per injured victim for 

medical expenses.  As most know, $50.000.00 won’t last long when one is in ICU or recovering in the hospital 

for any length of time. 

 

Lion Janie was asked to help with one of the families’ funeral expenses that had exceeded the basic funeral 

cost.  The District paid for those expenses and is on stand-by for the next call for help. And the church has 

plans to rebuild, so funds will be needed for that. 

 

We encourage Clubs or individuals to continue making donations to help defray these expenses.  Checks 

should be made payable to District 2-A2 and sent to: 

 District Treasurer Lion Steve Mays 

 212 CR 347 

 LaVernia, TX 78121 

(con’t on page 2) 

 

December 2017 



(con’t from page 1) 

 

Make sure to note that the check is for “Sutherland Springs”.  100% of the donations will be applied to 

the funeral expenses and/or for medical expenses incurred by the families affected by this tragedy. 

 

Please continue to keep everyone affected by the event in your prayers. 

 

 

MID-WINTER CONFERENCE 

The Mid Winter Conference will be held in Uvalde, TX and hosted by the Uvalde Lions Club.  The ho-

tel is  the Hampton Inn at 2714 East Main, Uvalde.  The Conference (Cabinet Meeting) will be at the Herby 

Hamm Activity Center at 248 F.M. 3447 just a few blocks from the Hampton Inn.   

 

There will also be a State Eye Chart Certification Class that Friday January 19th from 9:00 a.m. to ap-

proximately 2:00 p.m. at the First State Bank of Uvalde, 200 East Nopal Street.  If you wish to become State 

certified, please contact Lion Janie Garza  immediately at jgarza070@gmail.com to make your reservation for 

the certification class. 

 

Additional details for registration and motel accommodations will be provided by upcoming News 

Flash bulletins.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Lion Don Kirchhoff 

District Governor, 2-A2 

 

District 2-A2 Hall of Fame Requirements  

 

District 2-A2 is currently accepting nominations of Lions to be considered for the high recognition as a Mem-

ber of the Herb C. Petry, Jr. District 2-A2 Hall of Fame. 

 

All nominations should be received by PCC Michael “Mike” Rourke at 3202 Lura Lane, San Antonio, Texas 

78228-2346 or electronically at pccmikemd2@sbcglobal.net no later than Friday, January 12, 2018. The mem-

bers’ nomination should be submitted in the form of a Resolution, outlining their various achievements for 

their consideration by the Past District Governors of District 2-A2. 

 

Elevation of Lions of District 2-A2 into the Hall of Fame is bestowed upon one who has been outstanding in 

using their time, talents and resources to further the cause of humanitarian service. Selection is made by the 

Hall of Fame Committee. 

 

Minimum standards to qualify are: 

 Be an active member with at least 15 years of service 

 Having provided outstanding and dedicated service to Lionism 

 Having provided other than Lionistic service to the community, state and nation 

 Having accomplished special achievements in, or contributed to, humanitarian service for those less 

fortunate and 

 Not having solicited in any manner for this recognition, which automatically eliminates the soliciting 

candidate for that year 
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From 2nd VDG Janie Garza 
 

I would like to personally thank everyone for all your Prayers and continued support for our community of 

Sutherland Springs. The tragedy that occurred on November 5, 2017, will forever be etched on our hearts, our 

minds and throughout our lives. Gordon B. Hinckley once said “The best medicine for despair is Service.”  

That is what some members of the Stockdale Lions club did, Service.  The Stockdale Lions Club were there to 

assist with what the community needed from handing out water, serving food,  and making sure the victim’s 

families were registered with the American Red Cross. They were there to offer Prayers, hugs and Hope for 

everyone in the community.  The Stockdale Lions exemplified the epitome of our motto…. Where there is a 

need, there is a Lion.  Please continue to pray for strength and healing for our Sutherland Springs community. 

 

Update: The Lions were contacted with an initial request for assistance with the funeral expenses for some of 

the victims. No one had expected the worldwide outpouring of support and financial assistance for our com-

munity. The State of Texas will provide assistance to the families of up to $50,000 per victim. This could be 

used for medical expenses or towards lost wages. The District has set up an 

account for those wishing to donate in assisting the families of Sutherland 

Springs. It was suggested that we assist the families with Medical expenses 

that the victim’s may incur in the future.  

 

If you or your club would like to donate to help defray some of the medical 

expenses for the Sutherland Springs Families you can do so by making a dona-

tion to the following: 

 

Make checks payable to:  Lions District 2-A2 

 

Send to:   Lion Steve Mays 

                District Treasurer 

                212 CR 347 

                La Vernia, Texas 78121 

Memo:   “Sutherland Springs” 

 

The Holiday Season is upon us. It is very heartwarming to see Lions of District 2-A2 give more of themselves 

and serve their communities by providing meals to the less fortunate,  provide clothing and blankets to the 

homeless, provide toys for Blue Santa, Boys and Girls Clubs and other community outreach programs. I re-

cently read a quote that read “never get tired of doing little things for others; sometimes those little things oc-

cupy the biggest part of their hearts.” Let us not forget the true meaning of this holiday season…To give 

Peace, Love and Service. Dr. Steve Maraboli wrote “If you hang out with chickens, you’re going to cluck and 

if you hang out with eagles, you’re going to fly.” I am going to add to his list, “If you hang out with LIONS, 

you’re going to ROOAARR!!! It is with great PRIDE that I am able to serve with such great Lions in District 

2-A2. I look forward to visiting you and your club and to help you in any way that I can. 

 

From my Family to Yours……. Merry Christmas!!! 
 

Yours in Service, 

 

Lion Janie Garza 

SVDG District 2-A2 

 

2nd VDG, Lion Janie Garza and Lion 

Bobbie West-Todd of the Stockdale Li-

ons Club assisting the American Red 

Cross with registering families and 

assisting them with information.  



District 2-A2 2017-2018 Peace Poster Winner 

“The Future of Peace,” this year’s theme for the Lions Clubs International Peace Poster contest, is captured in 

the District 2-A2 winning poster created by Presley Cardi. Presley is in the eighth grade and her submission is 

sponsored by the San Antonio Northside Lions Club. The poster has been submitted to MD-2 for consideration 

in the state competition, 

 

The Alamo Area Council of Governments (AACOG) has 

named the China Grove Lions Club project with the transition 

houses at Turning Point as the Nonprofit Community Project 

of the Year. There will be an awards luncheon on December 

6th at the Norris Conference Center, tickets are $20.  

The China Grove Lions Club partnered with other non-profits 

and volunteers to remodel a house for young people turning 18 years old to transition from the foster care sys-

tem to independent living. The project included refurbishing the house and providing new furniture.  








