
 

 

  
 

Issue 7 –January 2025 

 
Remarkable Service to All 

 
Dear Lions, 
 
As Lions of District 2-A2, we 
welcome the New Year with 
renewed energy, purpose, 
and an unwavering 
commitment to SERVICE.   
Together, let’s continue to 
MAKE OUR MARK on the 
communities we serve, 
uphold the values of 
compassion and leadership, 
and strive for excellence in all our initiatives.   
 
This year, we also embrace the opportunity for growth- 
strengthening our membership, fostering fellowship, and 
empowering future leaders within our district.   Each 
new member brings fresh ideas and hands to help, 
enhancing our collective ability to SERVICE and MAKE 
OUR MARK. 
 
District 2-A2 is anchored in tradition of compassion 
and innovation. This district continues to lead the 
way in addressing local and global challenges, 
embodying Lions Club International’s timeless motto 
“WE SERVE”. 
  

District 2-A2 Cabinet 
 
District Governor 

Rose Ann Barajas 

GovernorRAB2425@gmail.com 

SA Edgewood Lions Club 

210.216.2340 

 

1st Vice-District Governor 

Nanette Patton 

GI.Jade.1ea@gmail.com 

SA Windcrest Lions Club 

 

2nd Vice-District Governor 

Chris Ryan 

chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net 

Del Rio Host Lions Club 

 

Immediate Past District 

Governor 

Josh Overfelt 

Josh.overfelt@gmail.com 

Del Rio San Felipe Lions Club 

830.734.6219 

mailto:GovernorRAB2425@gmail.com
mailto:GI.Jade.1ea@gmail.com
mailto:chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Josh.overfelt@gmail.com


 

 

One tradition District 2-A2 is known for is the Young Women’s Scholarship 
Contest.  Many know that is how I became aware of the Lions.   One of District 2-
A2’s newest clubs had a fresh idea in recognizing our youth.  They rolled out the 
LION King contest to compliment the Young Women’s Scholarship Queen’s 
contest.   Clever approach.  Fresh Ideas. 
 
Let us continue building momentum in 2025.  We are poised for even greater 
accomplishments this 2nd half of the Lion Year.  In early December we 
celebrated the Charter Night for the San Antonio Autism Club with 22 new 
members.  We continue to be in the positive in membership, but we have a goal 
to be a positive 30 in membership for this 2024-2025 year. 
 
The LIONS of District 2-A2 have been called to ACTION.   Let us join our efforts 
in creating a brighter future through volunteering our time, supporting 
initiatives through donation or simply spreading awareness about the work we 
do. 
 
Let every LION’S ROAR be with purpose, compassion and embody an 
unwavering spirit of SERVICE.   
 
Happy New Year. 
 
 
 
Lion Rose Ann 
 
District Governor Rose Ann Barajas (San Antonio Edgewood) 
MD2-A2 
2024-2025 
GovernorRAB2425@gmail.com 

(210) 216-2340 
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Hosted by the San Antonio Central Park Lions Club 

 
January 17, 2025 

Candlewood Suites – Lackland AFB 
6439 W US Hwy 90 

San Antonio, Texas 78227 
 

7:00pm – 8:30pm Introduction of Candidates / Speeches 
8:45pm Hospitality Rooms 

 
 

Reserve a Room - Candlewood Suites 

 

January 18, 2025 

 San Antonio Food Bank 
5200 Historic, Old Hwy 90 W 

San Antonio, TX 78227 
 

8:00am Welcome and Continental Breakfast 
9:00am – 12:00noon Call to Order Business Meeting 

Continental breakfast and lunch – $30 

Continental Breakfast 
Juice, Coffee, Fruit, Pastries, Eggs 

Lunch 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 

Garlic Mash Potatoes, Seasoned Veggies, Roll 
Tea/Coffee/Water Station 

 
 

Register for the Mid-Winter Conference  

  

https://www.ihg.com/candlewood/hotels/us/en/find-hotels/select-roomrate?fromRedirect=true&qSrt=sBR&qIta=99801505&icdv=99801505&qDest=6439%20W%20US%20Hwy%2090,%20San%20Antonio,%20TX%2078227,%20USA&qErm=false&qSlH=sataf&qRms=1&qAdlt=1&qChld=0&qCiD=17&qCiMy=002025&qCoD=18&qCoMy=002025&qGrpCd=LCD&qAAR=6CBARC&qRtP=6CBARC&setPMCookies=true&qSHBrC=CW&qpMbw=0&qpMn=0&srb_u=1&qChAge=&qRmFltr=
https://lionsregistration.org/product/2024-2025-mid-winter-conference/


 

 

District Membership Challenge – From Your District Global Membership Team 
Coordinator – PDG Steve Mays 

 
At the first cabinet meeting on July 13th, I challenged the Lions Clubs of District 2-
A2 to continue growing our membership in the 2024-2025 Lions year. Last year, 
our district increased its membership from 1,403 Lions to 1,426 Lions, the first 
increase in net membership since 2017! 
 

If we can keep up the momentum and end this Lion’s year with another net 
increase in district Lion members, I will let three (3) lucky Lions Club 
members cut off my ponytail at the 1st District Cabinet Meeting next July (I’ve 
had this ponytail since 2008 and nearly every Lion has not seen me without it). 
That means our membership will need to be greater than 1,426 district Lions at 
the end of our Lion’s year on June 30, 2025. 
 

How do you get into the drawing to cut off my ponytail? 

• If your club has designated a Club Membership Chairperson in the new 

Lion Portal by July 31, 2024, your club will get 2 entries in the drawing. 

• If your club holds a Community Membership Drive and invites me to help, 

your club will get 2 entries in the drawing. 

• If your club invites me to speak at a regular scheduled club meeting, your 

club will get 2 entries in the drawing.  

• If your club has positive membership growth from June 30, 2024, to June 30, 

2025, your club will get 5 additional entries in the drawing. 

 

But wait, there’s more … 

• For every $100 your club donates to the District 2-A2 Membership 

Challenge, your club will get 2 entries in the drawing. 

• For every $25 an individual district Lion donates to the District 2-A2 

Membership Challenge, you will get 2 entries in the drawing. 

 

Of all the monies raised, the first $6,000 will go towards the District Opportunities 

for Youth Scholarship Program. 

• Everything over $6,000 will be split equally between the LSRF, the Human 

Needs Board and the Children’s Services Program. 

• Please make all checks payable to District 2-A2 and send to: 

Lion Steve Mays, 212 County Road 347, La Vernia, TX 78121 

 

Remember, more Lions means more hearts and hands serving our communities and 

bringing Remarkable Service to All! 
  



 

 

PID M.P. Mike Butler Ambassador of Service Award: 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCING:       THE PID M.P. MIKE BUTLER 
AMBASSADOR OF SERVICE AWARD 

 

The District PDG’s, once again, invite District Clubs 
     to nominate their very special, eligible, Members 

to receive the PID M.P. MIKE BUTLER AMBASSADOR OF SERVICE AWARD 
 

CRITERIA FOR NOMINATION AND SELECTION: 
 

1. A member must have been a member in good standing for a minimum of 15 years. 
 

2. The member may not have been inducted into the District 2-A2 Herb Petry Hall of Fame 
 

3. The member may not have served as District Governor. 

4. The member must be nominated by his/her club and voted as an awardee by a majority of 

PDG Association members. 

5. A Club may nominate one member per year using Resolution format on Club letterhead. That nomina-

tion may remain current for a three year period. The Club may not nominate another member until the prior 

nominee has been awarded, three year term has run out, or the member has expired. Nomination is to be 

submitted no later than the close of the Annual Mid- Winter Conference in January. 

 Other Stated Qualifications: ( Enumerated, and accompanying Nomination Resolution ) 

- PROVEN LEADERSHIP AS A CLUB OFFICER AND CLUB PROJECT LEADER 

- DEDICATED TO THE GROWTH OF THEIR CLUB THROUGH THEIR SPONSORSHIP AND GUIDING OF OTHER 
CLUB MEMBERS TOWARD THEIR OWN PERSONAL SUCCESS AS LIONS 

- RECOGNITION FOR ETHICS ABOVE REPROACH AND AS AN INDIVIDUAL OF HIGH MORAL CHARACTER 
- RECOGNIZED SERVICE BEYOND THE CLUB ENVIRONMENT THAT MAY INCLUDE MILITARY 

OR OTHER PUBLIC SERVICE OR LIONISTIC SERVICE BEYOND THE CLUB LEVEL 
 
 

NOTE: The elements of these criteria have been endorsed by PID Butler and are based on his personal strong 
beliefs that District 2-A2 should always make great efforts to uplift and remember the long serving “Grass 
Roots” members that sacrifice and serve through their Clubs. 

OTHER: 

No more than a total of four awards may be presented each year. 
The award is a handsomely designed medal with pin and ribbon and is presented with an accompanying 
congratulatory letter. 
The cost of the awards will be borne by the PDG Association, and the awards will be presented at the 
District Convention at the same ceremony as the Herb Petry Hall of Fame Induction. 

 

Mail Club Nominations to PDG Sam Pantusa 4502 Centerview, Suite 120 San Antonio Tx 78228 

For Information—PDG Sam Pantusa (210) 326 3915 or Email: spantusa@yahoo.com 

mailto:spantusa@yahoo.com


 

 

District 2-A2 Hall of Fame: 

 
 

The District 2-A2 PDG Association is accepting  

Resolutions for Lions to be considered for the  

District 2-A2 Hall of Fame.  

Resolutions must be received by the end of our Mid-Winter Conference 

 on January 18, 2025.   

Please forward all Resolutions to: 

PCC Michael “Mike” Rourke, Chairman 

District 2-A2 Hall of Fame Committee at 

pccmikemd2@sbcglobal.net 
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  Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 
 

Cabinet and Convention Dates: 
 

 

Club and Other Events: 
 

 
 

   
Tell Us What You Are Doing 

 
We want our District newsletter to feature more of the wonderful work being done 
by each of the Lions Clubs in District 2-A2.  Please send in articles about your 
service projects, fundraisers, installations, and member recognitions for inclusion 
in the monthly newsletter to newsletter@district2a2.org.  Articles must be 
submitted by the 28th of the month to be included in the following month’s 
newsletter. 

 

  

District 2A2 Mid-Winter Conference January 18th San Antonio Food Bank 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

District 2A2 District Convention April 25-26th TBD 

LSRF Valentine Games Night February 22nd St. Gregory Parish Hall 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

SA Founder Lions Cub Purse Bingo March 15th Petroleum Club 
San Antonio, Texas 

mailto:newsletter@district2a2.org


 

 

ALAMO HEIGHTS LIONS CLUB & TEXAS LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING CTR 

Free Postage to Mail Eyeglasses to the Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center  
by Lion Norman Fulkerson 

 
The USPS Publication 347 dated October 2015 spells out how to mail glasses for recycling to the Texas 
Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center in Midland, Texas. 
 
The publication states that individuals and noncommercial organizations which serve eligible persons 
(i.e., those who require glasses). No advertising is allowed. 
 
The box or envelope must NOT be sealed. The boxes must have the words "FREE MATTER FOR THE 
BLIND OR THE HANDICAPPED" in the upper right corner of the address side of the envelope or parcel 
where postage is normally placed. The words may be printed, rubber stamped or handwritten. See the 
form below. 
 
The mail is not considered a specific class of mail. If you wish to insure the item, you may pay the 
required insurance fee. 
 
The Postmaster at my Post Office says they will accept boxes up to the size of a Banker's box or the size 
of the box that comes with 10 reams of paper. I have found the 10-ream paper box weighs about 
20pounds when full of eyeglasses. 
 
You may use the form below by cutting off the bottom of this page to use as the required label.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
  



 

 

Note From Our First Vice-District Governor Nanette Patton: 

 
 
Happy New Year, District 2-A2 Lions!, 
 
 
As we step into calendar year 2025, I’m thrilled to reflect on my recent club 
visits and share what’s ahead for the second half of our Lions year. 
 
 
Club Visits 
 
 
December brought meaningful connections and inspiration as I had the 
pleasure of visiting the San Antonio Founder Lions Club and the Del Rio Host 
Lions Club. These visits reaffirmed my belief in the power of our service and 
the dedication of our members. From their life changing projects to their 
unwavering commitment to their communities, these clubs exemplify what it 
means to be a Lion. Thank you for the warm welcomes and for sharing your 
successes with me. 
 

  



 

 

Looking ahead to January, I’m eager to continue with visits to the Floresville, 
San Antonio Alamo Ranch, and San Antonio First Ladies Lions Clubs. These 
visits are opportunities to celebrate the amazing work you’re doing, listen to 
your ideas, and share insights that can strengthen our collective impact. I can’t 
wait to see the incredible energy and creativity these clubs bring to our 
district. 
 
 
Building For the Future 
 
 
As we enter the new calendar year, one of my key priorities is building the 
district cabinet slate for the 2025-2026 Lions year. This important process 
ensures strong leadership that reflects the diversity, passion, and vision of our 
district. If you or someone in your club is interested in stepping into a district 
leadership role, I encourage you to reach out to me or 2VDG Chris. Together, 
we can build a dynamic team to lead our district forward. 
 
 
Another exciting event on the horizon is our Mid-Winter Conference at the San 
Antonio Food Bank on January 17th and 18th, where we will introduce the 
candidates for district leadership positions. This conference is not only a 
chance to connect and collaborate but also an opportunity to introduce the 
Lions who are looking to step up to serve in new capacities at the district 
level. I look forward to chatting with those Lions looking to take on a district 
leadership role. Your participation and support are crucial as we prepare to 
chart the course for our district’s future and year three of the Mission 1.5 
campaign. 
 
 
On that note, if you are a club president or club membership chair, I highly 
encourage you to attend the Area A Growth Workshop Series starting on 
January 6th. This virtual series is a fantastic opportunity to learn strategies for 
growing and strengthening your club as well as helping to charter new clubs. 

You can register here.  Let’s take advantage of this resource to ensure our 
district continues to thrive and we have the helping hands to make an even 
greater impact in our local communities across the district. 

  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAscuqtpz0uE9NaQ9E_EI19cTmAPc2B8xct#/registration


 

 

As we begin the second half of our Lions year, let’s renew our commitment to 
serving with purpose and enthusiasm. Whether you’re tackling a new project, 
mentoring a new member, or finding innovative ways to support your 
community, every action makes a difference. Together, we can finish this year 
strong and set the stage for even greater achievements ahead. 
 
 
Calendar 

• 1/6/25, 1/20/25, & 2/3/25 – Area A Growth Workshop Series, register 

here 

• 1/17/25 - 1/18/25 – District 2-A2 Mid-Winter Conference, register 

here 

• 2/6/25 - 2/8/25 - MD-2 Council of Governors Meeting in Kerrville, 

purchase banquet tickets here  

• 2/22/25 – LSRF Valentine’s Game Night, register here 

• 3/29/25 – Lions Stride for Sight at Comanche Park, register here 

• 4/25/25 - 4/26/25 – District 2-A2 Convention  

• 6/5/25 - 6/7/25 – MD-2 State Convention, register here 
 
 
Thank you for your continued dedication to the mission of Lions Clubs 
International. I’m honored to serve alongside you and look forward to an 
impactful 2025 filled with remarkable service for District 2-A2! 
 
 
Yours in Service, 
 
 
Lion Nanette 
 
First Vice-District Governor 
Nanette Patton 

GI.Jade.1ea@gmail.com 

210.593.8794 
  

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAscuqtpz0uE9NaQ9E_EI19cTmAPc2B8xct#/registration
https://district2a2.org/mid-winter-conference/
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https://texaslions.org/state-convention/
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Note From Our Second Vice-District Governor Chris Ryan: 

 

GLOBAL CAUSES OF LIONS – ENVIRONMENT 
 
Hello Lions, 
 
 
This month’s global cause emphasizes the importance of protecting the 
environment to create healthier communities and a more sustainable world. 
Our planet is the only home we have, and it is our responsibility to care for it. 
 
 
There are numerous environmental challenges facing the Earth, including 
water & sanitation, affordable & clean energy, responsible consumption & 
production, climate action, life below water, and life on land. 
 
 
I would like to focus on two key issues: 
 

• According to the United Nations Sustainable Development Report 
(2022), 17 million metric tons (approximately 37.4 billion pounds) of 
plastic entered the ocean in 2021. This figure is projected to double or 
triple by 2040! 
 

• The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) reports that 12 
million hectares (about 29.6 million acres) of forest are destroyed each 
year. 

 
 
While these challenges may seem overwhelming, we can all make a difference 
if we each do our part. Together, we can create a better world for future 
generations. 
 
 
Here are a few things we can do: 
 

• Reduce plastic usage. For example, the National Park Service, where I 
work, and airports are planning to phase out plastic water bottles in 
the coming years. You can help by bringing your own reusable water 
bottle to parks and airports, where you will find filtered water stations 
to refill them. 

 



 

 

• Get involved in tree planting. As a club, consider organizing a project 
to plant tree seedlings or saplings. This simple act can help contribute 
to cleaner air and a healthier environment. You can also plant a native 
tree in your own yard—but be sure to water it regularly as it gets 
established. 

 
• Litter cleanup. You do not need to wait until Earth Day to organize a 

cleanup project. Lion Gloria Klasen of the Del Rio Host Lions Club 
coordinates a quarterly highway cleanup with the Texas Department of 
Transportation. A local scout troop also participates, learning about 
conservation while helping to keep Texas beautiful. 

 
 
Next month, I will be focusing on the Lions' global cause of Humanitarian Aid. 
If your club has been involved in providing humanitarian services, I would 
love to highlight your efforts in the article. Please send me details about your 

activities at chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 
Thank you for your dedication and service to Lionism 

 
 
Lion Chris 
 
 
2nd Vice-District Governor 
Chris Ryan 

chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net 
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LSRF – Valentine Games Night – February 22nd 

  



 

 

LSRF – Sweetheart Raffle – February 22nd 

 



 

 

San Antonio Founder Lions Club – Purse Bingo Fundraiser – March 15th 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

San Antonio Founder Lions Club – Hope Hits Harder 

 

Hope Hits Harder is a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the 
quality of life for children diagnosed with cancer in the San Antonio area. Mr. 
Tom “T-Bone” Bounds from Hope Hits Harder picked up all the gifts that we 
collected at the SAFLC Holiday Dinner and thanked all the San Antonio 
Founder Lions Club members for their generosity. 
 
On Saturday December 14, 2024, Hope Hits Harder delivered the toys to kids 
who have been affected by cancer at their Survivor Party in the Zoo of San 
Antonio. Additional gifts will be given to kids that are cancer patients in the 
local hospitals. Together We serve! 
 
 

 
  



 

 

Alamo Heights and UIW Campus Lions Club – Christmas Party Donation 

 

Alamo Heights Lions Club held our Christmas Party Meeting on December 
10th. Lions and the John Jay Orchestra Guild were invited to attend. Lions 
brought toys for Toys for Tots. Two Toys for Tots Collection Boxes were filled. 
The Orchestra Guild presented a musical interlude. At the end of their 
performance, the Guild Members were presented with a donation from the 
Alamo Heights Lions Club.  
 

  



 

 

Alamo Heights Lions Club and UIW Campus Lions Club – Toys For Tots 
 

Boxes were placed in Circus Bingo SA and Austin Hwy., Heavy Metal Fitness, 
UIW Campus. Toys for Tots received over 4,000 requests for toys this year. 
Thank each for their help in making these wishes come true. 
 

 
  



 

 

Alamo Heights Lions Club and Alamo City Lions Club – Socks For A Cause 
 

Alamo Heights Lions Clubs Socks for a Cause was started years ago by a young 
Girl Scout, and we have kept it going since then. We donate to CAM and to the 
Broken Warriors Angels at this time of year. 
 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

A COUPLE OF TIPS FOR WORKING WITH THE LION PORTAL 

To Begin take a look at the Home Page of Lions International at: 
www.lionsclubs.org,  Lions Clubs Membership | Lions Clubs International 

 
Navigating Lion Portal as a Lion or Leo (youtube.com)  and  
 
Navigating Lion Portal as a Leader (youtube.com) 

  

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/join
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/join
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EY4BYToys1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiWPXmKIh8I&t=95s


 

 

 




