
 

 

  
 

Issue 6 –December 2024 

 
Remarkable Service to All 

 
Dear Lions, 
 
The holiday season is a 
perfect time for Lions Club 
members to bring 
possibilities to life by 
sharing their gifts of 
REMARKABLE SERVICE, 
compassion, and generosity.   
 
This festive time of year 
often highlights the needs 
within our communities, from families struggling with 
food insecurities to children longing for warmth and joy.  
As Lions, we use our unique talents to organize food 
drives, provide winter clothing to homeless, and host toy 
donation events, ensuring no one feels forgotten during 
the holiday season. 
 
By addressing these immediate needs, Lions help 
transform what might otherwise be a challenging 
season into one of hope and celebration. 
 
We, as Lions, should use the holiday season to foster 
connections with other organizations, to strengthen 
our communities by creating opportunities to uplift 
the spirits through inclusive events, such as 
community caroling or holiday parades. 
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These gatherings not only spread cheer but also unite people from diverse 
backgrounds and allow us to grow membership.  We, as Lions, demonstrate the 
power of collective action and REMARKABLE SERVICE.  These acts of kindness 
remind us of all of the magic of giving and the importance of building bridges, 
particularly during this season of goodwill. 
 
Let this holiday season inspire us Lions to extend our vision of REMARKABLE 
SERVICE into the future.  As we deliver holiday gifts and necessities to families, 
we are planting the seeds for long term change, empowering our very 
communities to thrive.  District projects such as vision screenings or diabetes 
education, carried out during holiday health fairs, ensure that the impact of 
Lions’ work last well beyond the season. 
 
Each of us Lions from District 2-A2 bring hope, warmth, and new possibilities 
for the new year.  Happy holidays of love and kindness to all REMARKABLE 
Lions. 
 
 
Lion Rose Ann 
 
District Governor Rose Ann Barajas (San Antonio Edgewood) 
MD2-A2 
2024-2025 
GovernorRAB2425@gmail.com 

(210) 216-2340 
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District Membership Challenge – From Your District Global Membership Team 
Coordinator – PDG Steve Mays 

 
At the first cabinet meeting on July 13th, I challenged the Lions Clubs of District 2-
A2 to continue growing our membership in the 2024-2025 Lions year. Last year, 
our district increased its membership from 1,403 Lions to 1,426 Lions, the first 
increase in net membership since 2017! 
 

If we can keep up the momentum and end this Lion’s year with another net 
increase in district Lion members, I will let three (3) lucky Lions Club 
members cut off my ponytail at the 1st District Cabinet Meeting next July (I’ve 
had this ponytail since 2008 and nearly every Lion has not seen me without it). 
That means our membership will need to be greater than 1,426 district Lions at 
the end of our Lion’s year on June 30, 2025. 
 

How do you get into the drawing to cut off my ponytail? 

• If your club has designated a Club Membership Chairperson in the new 

Lion Portal by July 31, 2024, your club will get 2 entries in the drawing. 

• If your club holds a Community Membership Drive and invites me to help, 

your club will get 2 entries in the drawing. 

• If your club invites me to speak at a regular scheduled club meeting, your 

club will get 2 entries in the drawing.  

• If your club has positive membership growth from June 30, 2024, to June 30, 

2025, your club will get 5 additional entries in the drawing. 

 

But wait, there’s more … 

• For every $100 your club donates to the District 2-A2 Membership 

Challenge, your club will get 2 entries in the drawing. 

• For every $25 an individual district Lion donates to the District 2-A2 

Membership Challenge, you will get 2 entries in the drawing. 

 

Of all the monies raised, the first $6,000 will go towards the District Opportunities 

for Youth Scholarship Program. 

• Everything over $6,000 will be split equally between the LSRF, the Human 

Needs Board and the Children’s Services Program. 

• Please make all checks payable to District 2-A2 and send to: 

Lion Steve Mays, 212 County Road 347, La Vernia, TX 78121 

 

Remember, more Lions means more hearts and hands serving our communities and 

bringing Remarkable Service to All! 
  



 

 

PID M.P. Mike Butler Ambassador of Service Award: 
 
 
 
 

ANNOUNCING:       THE PID M.P. MIKE BUTLER 
AMBASSADOR OF SERVICE AWARD 

 

The District PDG’s, once again, invite District Clubs 
     to nominate their very special, eligible, Members 

to receive the PID M.P. MIKE BUTLER AMBASSADOR OF SERVICE AWARD 
 

CRITERIA FOR NOMINATION AND SELECTION: 
 

1. A member must have been a member in good standing for a minimum of 15 years. 
 

2. The member may not have been inducted into the District 2-A2 Herb Petry Hall of Fame 
 

3. The member may not have served as District Governor. 

4. The member must be nominated by his/her club and voted as an awardee by a majority of 

PDG Association members. 

5. A Club may nominate one member per year using Resolution format on Club letterhead. That nomina-

tion may remain current for a three year period. The Club may not nominate another member until the prior 

nominee has been awarded, three year term has run out, or the member has expired. Nomination is to be 

submitted no later than the close of the Annual Mid- Winter Conference in January. 

 Other Stated Qualifications: ( Enumerated, and accompanying Nomination Resolution ) 

- PROVEN LEADERSHIP AS A CLUB OFFICER AND CLUB PROJECT LEADER 

- DEDICATED TO THE GROWTH OF THEIR CLUB THROUGH THEIR SPONSORSHIP AND GUIDING OF OTHER 
CLUB MEMBERS TOWARD THEIR OWN PERSONAL SUCCESS AS LIONS 

- RECOGNITION FOR ETHICS ABOVE REPROACH AND AS AN INDIVIDUAL OF HIGH MORAL CHARACTER 
- RECOGNIZED SERVICE BEYOND THE CLUB ENVIRONMENT THAT MAY INCLUDE MILITARY 

OR OTHER PUBLIC SERVICE OR LIONISTIC SERVICE BEYOND THE CLUB LEVEL 
 
 

NOTE: The elements of these criteria have been endorsed by PID Butler and are based on his personal strong 
beliefs that District 2-A2 should always make great efforts to uplift and remember the long serving “Grass 
Roots” members that sacrifice and serve through their Clubs. 

OTHER: 

No more than a total of four awards may be presented each year. 
The award is a handsomely designed medal with pin and ribbon and is presented with an accompanying 
congratulatory letter. 
The cost of the awards will be borne by the PDG Association and the awards will be presented at the 
District Convention at the same ceremony as the Herb Petry Hall of Fame Induction. 

 

Mail Club Nominations to PDG Sam Pantusa 4502 Centerview, Suite 120 San Antonio Tx 78228 

For Information—PDG Sam Pantusa (210) 326 3915 or Email: spantusa@yahoo.com 

mailto:spantusa@yahoo.com


 

 

District 2-A2 Hall of Fame: 

 
 

The District 2-A2 PDG Association is accepting  

Resolutions for Lions to be considered for the  

District 2-A2 Hall of Fame.  

Resolutions must be received by the end of our Mid-Winter Conference 

 on January 18, 2025.   

Please forward all Resolutions to: 

PCC Michael “Mike” Rourke, Chairman 

District 2-A2 Hall of Fame Committee at 

pccmikemd2@sbcglobal.net 
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  Calendar of Upcoming Events: 
 
 

Cabinet and Convention Dates: 
 

 

Club and Other Events: 
 

 

   
Tell Us What You Are Doing 

 
We want our District newsletter to feature more of the wonderful work being done 
by each of the Lions Clubs in District 2-A2.  Please send in articles about your 
service projects, fundraisers, installations, and member recognitions for inclusion 
in the monthly newsletter to newsletter@district2a2.org.  Articles must be 
submitted by the 28th of the month to be included in the following month’s 
newsletter. 

 

  

District 2A2 Mid-Winter Conference January 18th San Antonio Food Bank 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

District 2A2 District Convention April 25-26th TBD 

Alamo Heights Lions Toys for Tots Dinner December 10th Barn Door Restaurant 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

Charter Night – SA Autism Lions Club December 14th Guerra Center 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

LSRF Valentine Games Night February 22nd St. Gregory Parish Hall 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

SA Founder Lions Cub Purse Bingo March 15th Petroleum Club 
San Antonio, Texas 

mailto:newsletter@district2a2.org


 

 

ALAMO HEIGHTS LIONS CLUB & TEXAS LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING CTR 

Free Postage to Mail Eyeglasses to the Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center  
by Lion Norman Fulkerson 

 
The USPS Publication 347 dated October 2015 spells out how to mail glasses for recycling to the Texas 
Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center in Midland, Texas. 
 
The publication states that individuals and noncommercial organizations which serve eligible persons 
(i.e., those who require glasses). No advertising is allowed. 
 
The box or envelope must NOT be sealed. The boxes must have the words "FREE MATTER FOR THE 
BLIND OR THE HANDICAPPED" in the upper right corner of the address side of the envelope or parcel 
where postage is normally placed. The words may be printed, rubber stamped or handwritten. See the 
form below. 
 
The mail is not considered a specific class of mail. If you wish to insure the item, you may pay the 
required insurance fee. 
 
The Postmaster at my Post Office says they will accept boxes up to the size of a Banker's box or the size 
of the box that comes with 10 reams of paper. I have found the 10-ream paper box weighs about 
20pounds when full of eyeglasses. 
 
You may use the form below by cutting off the bottom of this page to use as the required label.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
  



 

 

Note From Our First Vice-District Governor Nanette Patton: 

 
Fellow Lions of District 2-A2, 
 
As we enter the heart of the holiday season, I want to share some reflections 
on recent events and what lies ahead for our district. 
 
 
Breakthrough T1D Walk held at The Rock at La Cantera 
 
On November 17th, I participated in the Breakthrough T1D Walk held at 
The Rock at La Cantera. It was a beautiful, sunny day filled with hope and 
determination as we walked to support those living with Type 1 Diabetes. I 
was especially moved to connect with four moms who have a child with T1D 
and make them aware of the potential opportunity for their children or 
families to attend the Texas Lions Camp. I connected these moms with my 
home club’s TLC Liaison Tim Flick. Seeing these moms get excited with the 
prospect of their children going to camp at TLC reminds me why we do what 
we do. 
 

  



 

 

Unfortunately, I had to reschedule my November club visits with the San 
Antonio First Ladies Lions Club and the Del Rio Host Lions Club.  I was able to 
reschedule Del Rio Host Lions Club for December.  I am also visiting with the 
San Antonio Founder Lions Club in December I look forward to connecting 
with these clubs soon and hearing about all the wonderful projects they’ve 
been working on. 
 
 
As we embrace the spirit of Christmas, let us remember the essence of our 
motto: We Serve. It’s during this season of giving that our service can shine 
brightest.  I’ll be spending precious time this month with my daughter who 
lives in Seattle on a much-needed vacation in the serene beauty of Sedona, 
Arizona.  That means I will be missing some of my favorite holiday season 

service projects−Wreaths Across America on December 14th at the Fort 
Sam Houston National Cemetery and the HEB Feast of Sharing on December 
21st at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center.  These events exemplify the 
selflessness and compassion that define Lions everywhere.  It’s not too late for 
you and your club to join in on these service projects! 
 
 
Finally, as December 31st approaches, we are reaching the halfway point of 
the 2024-2025 Lions year. This is a time to reflect on what we’ve 
accomplished (such as the charter night on December 14th of our district’s 
newest club—the San Antonio Autism Lions Club) and refocus on the work 
still ahead. Mission 1.5—our commitment to growing membership, 
strengthening leadership, and amplifying service—remains at the forefront. 
Let’s continue building momentum and ensuring we leave a lasting legacy for 
the Lions who will follow us. 
 
 
Calendar 

• 12/14/24 – Wreaths Across America at the Ft Sam Houston National 

Cemetery, sign up h ere 

• 12/21/25 – HEB Feast of Sharing MESU Event 
• 1/11/25 – Floresville Lions Stride for Sight 
• 1/18/25 – District 2-A2 Mid-Winter Convention 
• 2/6/25 - 2/8/25 – MD-2 Council of Governors Meeting in Kerrville  
• 2/22/25 – LSRF Valentine’s Game Night 
• 3/29/25 – Lions Stride for Sight at Comanche Park 

  

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/14959/overview/?relatedId=150000
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I wish each of you a joyous holiday season filled with peace, love, and service. 
Thank you for all you do to make our district extraordinary.   
 
 
Yours in Service, 
 
 
Lion Nanette 
 
First Vice-District Governor 
Nanette Patton 

GI.Jade.1ea@gmail.com 

210.593.8794 
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Note From Our Second Vice-District Governor Chris Ryan: 

GLOBAL CAUSES OF LIONS – DISASTER RELIEF 
 
Hello Lions, 
 
This month’s global cause highlights disaster relief. While we can’t imagine losing everything, that is a 
harsh reality that many face during natural disasters. 
 
According to the United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC), 90% of all natural 
disasters are water related. Every year, 25.3 million people are displaced by sudden disasters, and 
annual economic losses are estimated at $250 billion and $300 billion. 
 
As PDG Roberto Castillo often says, “Where there is a need, there is a Lion.” Lions are often among the 
first to respond in times of crisis, providing aid to those affected. The Lions Club International 
Foundation (LCIF) supports disaster relief efforts through the funding of grants. 
 
How can you help? One of the most impactful ways to assist victims of natural disasters is by applying 
for a disaster relief grant. These grants allow us to support communities devastated by hurricanes, 
floods, fires, and other major events. There are three types of disaster relief grants available to Lions: 
 
Disaster Preparedness Grants help districts partner with local authorities and community organizations 
to plan and prepare for future relief efforts. District governors can submit proposals for Disaster 
Preparedness Grants, which can be awarded up to $15,000. Local matching funds must account for 25% 
of the total project budget. 
 
Note: Requests must be made BEFORE a disaster occurs. Possible project ideas include stockpiling 
essential materials and assembling disaster relief kits (e.g., food, flashlights, hygiene items). Lions are 
expected to actively participate in these preparedness efforts. 
 
Emergency Grants can provide up to $15,000 for districts affected by natural disasters. District 
governors may apply to meet immediate needs such as food, water, clothing, and medical supplies. 
These grants can be used for disasters such as earthquakes, tornadoes, floods, hurricanes, and wildfires. 
Eligible expenses include relief kits (e.g., toiletries, diapers, formula), blankets, water purification units, 
and cleaning supplies. 
 
Major Catastrophe Grants are designated for long-term reconstruction projects following large-scale 
disasters. They are awarded at the discretion of the international president and the LCIF chairperson.  
 
Other Ways to Help. In addition to applying for grants, you can also help by making a monetary 
donation to LCIF. These contributions directly support relief efforts, helping victims of natural disasters 
rebuild their lives and communities. 
 
Next month, I will be writing about the Lions’ global cause of protecting the Environment. If your club 
has been involved in environmental protection, I would love to highlight your efforts in the article. 

Please send a summary of your activities to me at chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Lion Chris 
 
2nd Vice-District Governor 
Chris Ryan 

chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net 
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Alamo Heights Lions Club – Toys for Tots Christmas Party – December 10th 

 
 

Alamo Heights Lions Club 

Join us for Our 

Toys for Tots 2024 Toy Drive 

and 

Christmas Party Meeting 

 

Featuring the John Jay High School String Quintet 

 

at 

The Barn Door Restaurant 

8400 N. New Braunfels Avenue 

San Antonio, TX 78209 

Tuesday, December 10, 2024 

Cash Bar 6:00 to 6:30 PM 

Dinner 6:30 PM 

 

Order from the Menu/Individual Checks 

Unwrapped Toy Donations Optional but Appreciated 

Dress appropriate to celebrate the Christmas Holiday 

  



 

 

Charter Night Celebration - San Antonio Autism Lions Club – December 14th 

 

You are cordially invited to attend the Charter Night Celebration of the San 

Antonio Autism Lions Club being sponsored by the San Antonio Edgewood Lions 

Club. 

 

Saturday, December 14, 2024 

Edgewood ISD Guerra Center 

1930 Herbert Lane 

San Antonio, TX 78227 

 

 

Charter President’s Hour honoring Boss Lion Cherrica Dredden 

6:00 to 7:00 pm 

 

Dinner 7:15 pm 

 

Cost - $15.00 per person 

 

RSVP to Lion “Aggie” Jaramillo 

By Monday December 9, 2024 

(210) 838-3597 or ptaaggie@yahoo.com 

 

If you are not able to attend, you may view the event on Zoom. 

Click HERE if you wish to register watch the event for free. 

 

 

Click HERE to purchase Tickets to the Event  

  

mailto:ptaaggie@yahoo.com
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LSRF – Valentine Games Night – February 22nd 

  



 

 

LSRF – Sweetheart Raffle – February 22nd 

 



 

 

San Antonio Founder Lions Club – Purse Bingo Fundraiser – March 15th 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

Alamo Heights and UIW Campus Lions Club – Update – Used Shoe Collection 

 

An Update on UIW Lions Club's 2024 Used Shoe Donation to Cobblestone Shoe 
Hospital. In last month's newsletter, we noted that the UIW Lions held their 
annual shoe collection and donated the shoes to the Cobblestone Shoe 
Hospital in Austin.  
 
They repaired the shoes and made donations to people in need, as they have 
done in previous years. 
 
While we do not normally know who will receive the shoes, this year we were 
told that Cobblestone would donate the shoes to the hurricane survivors. 
 
A Thank You email was sent to those who collected shoes this year. Over 
50,000 pairs of shoes and boots were sent to the September 2024 Hurricane 
Helen survivors in North Carolina and Georgia. 
 
 

  



 

 

  



 

 

Fredericksburg Lions Club – Local Donations 
 
 

In the spirit of Thanksgiving, Fredericksburg Lions Club has recently donated 
to several local organizations. The Lions Club gave $1,000 to the Golden Hub 
(which will be applied to a matching grant), the Good Samaritan Center and 
the Needs Council. Funds were collected during various events, including its 
annual "White Cane" Day and its annual Pancake Breakfast. "We are proud to 
support these amazing organizations," said Beth Iverson, spokesperson.  

 
 

 
 
 

Pictured at its Golden Hub donation are, from left, Beth Iverson, Ned Reynolds, 
Ed Fredericks, Chris Schonaerts, Lester Frantzen, Golden Hub Director Diane 
Usener, Debbie Braden, Michelle Boerner, David Heinrich and Erik Iverson. 

 
 

  



 

 

Alamo Heights Lions Club – We Serve! 
 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

A COUPLE OF TIPS FOR WORKING WITH THE LION PORTAL 

To Begin take a look at the Home Page of Lions International at: 
www.lionsclubs.org,  Lions Clubs Membership | Lions Clubs International 

 
Navigating Lion Portal as a Lion or Leo (youtube.com)  and  
 
Navigating Lion Portal as a Leader (youtube.com) 

  

http://www.lionsclubs.org/
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/join
https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/join
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EY4BYToys1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LiWPXmKIh8I&t=95s


 

 

 




