
 

 

  
 

Issue 8 – February 2024 

 
Changing the World 
 

Fellow Lions of District 2-A2, 
 
February is here and we have 4 
months left in the Lion year. As we 
begin the final stretch of the 
marathon, I want to again thank you 
for all you do for your clubs and your 
communities. 
 
 
As you are most likely aware, the 
District Convention has been moved 
to San Antonio and will take place at the Menger Hotel. As 
I mentioned in my video announcement, the move was 
and is not a result of anything the Eagle Pass clubs did. If 
anything, the clubs did all I asked to put together a 
convention. Unfortunately, the political situation changed 
dramatically in Eagle Pass, and I had to make a difficult 
decision. Regardless I invite you to San Antonio for an 
amazing weekend of Lionism and awards! 
 
 
Mission 1.5 is in effect through 2027 with the goal of 
growing our global membership to 1.5 million members. 
If you sponsor a new lion during this time you will 
receive a special Mission 1.5 Sponsor pin and your 
member will receive a special Mission 1.5 new lion pin. I 
have the pins so please let me know when you need them 
and how many of each. 

District 2-A2 Cabinet 
 
District Governor 

Josh Overfelt 

Josh.overfelt@gmail.com 

Del Rio San Felipe Lions 

Club 

830.734.6219 

 

1st Vice-District Governor 

Rose Ann Barajas 

RABrunner64@gmail.com 

SA Edgewood Lions Club 

 

2nd Vice-District Governor 

Nanette Patton 

GI.Jade.1ea@gmail.com 

SA Windcrest Lions Club 

 

Immediate Past District 

Governor 

Steve Mays 

texasmays@gmail.com 

La Vernia Lions Club 

210.380.6572 
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LCIF is our global foundation that helps us in times of crisis or disaster. To date, 
2-A2 has raised $4,358.00 with 19 clubs participating. I am issuing a challenge 
to all clubs. If we can raise $25,000 for LCIF by June 30, 2024, I will do 
something crazy at the first cabinet meeting in July 2024. 
 
 
Also, many clubs have thousands of dollars in Melvin Jones Fellow funds sitting 
in their accounts at LCIF. You can redeem those and give out MJF or 
Progressive MJF awards to deserving members. If you want to know how much 
you have, email me and I will let you know. 
 
 
Continue doing amazing work and remember to recruit members who will help 
spread our mission of From the Rio Grande to the Alamo, WE SERVE! 
 
 
Remember: 
 
From The Rio Grande to The Alamo, WE SERVE!! 
 
 
Lion Josh 
 
District Governor Josh Overfelt (Del Rio San Felipe) 
Josh.overfelt@gmail.com 

(830) 734-6219 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events: 

 
Cabinet and Convention Dates: 

 

 
Club and Other Events: 
 

 

   
 

Tell Us What You Are Doing 
 

We want our District newsletter to feature more of the wonderful work being done 
by each of the Lions Clubs in District 2-A2.  Please send in articles about your 
service projects, fundraisers, installations, and member recognitions for inclusion 
in the monthly newsletter to newsletter@district2a2.org.  Articles must be 
submitted by the 28th of the month to be included in the following month’s 
newsletter. 
 
 

 

  

District Convention April 18-20th San Antonio, Texas  
 

Valentines Games Night February 10th Italian Society Hall 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

West Side Lions Pancake Breakfast February 17th Madonna Center 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

LSRF Stride for Sight 5K March 30th Comanche Park 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

Harry Wickersham Golf Tournament August 1st Lady Bird Johnson GC 
Fredericksburg, Texas 

   

Texas Lions Camp Stay and Play (Eclipse) August 4-8th Texas Lions Camp 
Kerrville, Texas 

mailto:newsletter@district2a2.org


Fellow Lions, 

 

Make your plans now to join with your Fellow Lions and celebrate 

our 65th. Anniversary of our District.  Come to San Antonio, a World 

Heritage Site, which is the seventh largest city in our Nation.  Enjoy 

all that San Antonio has to offer while staying at the Historic Menger 

Hotel located next to The Alamo. 

Our District Governor and your Convention Committee are making 

plans to showcase all of your Service Accomplishments during this 

year.  Our celebration will not be complete without you so start your 

registration process by clicking on the Hotel link below: 

https://res.windsurfercrs.com/ibe/details.aspx?propertyid=16589&nights

=2&checkin=4/18/2024&group=041824LIONSDI&lang=en-us 

https://res.windsurfercrs.com/ibe/details.aspx?propertyid=16589&nights=2&checkin=4/18/2024&group=041824LIONSDI&lang=en-us
https://res.windsurfercrs.com/ibe/details.aspx?propertyid=16589&nights=2&checkin=4/18/2024&group=041824LIONSDI&lang=en-us


 

 

ALAMO HEIGHTS LIONS CLUB & TEXAS LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING CTR 

Free Postage to Mail Eyeglasses to the Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center  
by Lion Norman Fulkerson 

 
The USPS Publication 347 dated October 2015 spells out how to mail glasses for recycling to the Texas 
Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center in Midland, Texas. 
 
The publication states that individuals and noncommercial organizations which serve eligible persons 
(i.e., those who require glasses). No advertising is allowed. 
 
The box or envelope must NOT be sealed. The boxes must have the words "FREE MATTER FOR THE 
BLIND OR THE HANDICAPPED" in the upper right corner of the address side of the envelope or parcel 
where postage is normally placed. The words may be printed, rubber stamped or handwritten. See the 
form below. 
 
The mail is not considered a specific class of mail. If you wish to insure the item, you may pay the 
required insurance fee. 
 
The Postmaster at my Post Office says they will accept boxes up to the size of a Banker's box or the size 
of the box that comes with 10 reams ofpaper. Ihave found the 10 ream paper box weighs about 
20pounds when full of eyeglasses. 
 
You may use the form below by cutting off the bottom of this page to use as the required label.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
  



 

 

Note From Our Second Vice-District Governor Nanette Patton: 
 

 
District 2-A2 kicked 
off the new year with 
charter night of the 
San Antonio Yellow 
Rose Lions Club on 
January 5th.  What a 
fun night!  
 
The event had a 
Great Gatsby theme 
to honor when our 
association of Lions 
clubs became 
international.  Even 
though Melvin Jones 
told members of his 
local Chicago 
business club they 
should reach beyond 
their local business 
issues and address 

the betterment of their communities and the world such that an organizational 
meeting was held on June 7, 1917, in Chicago and the “Association of Lions 
Clubs” was created, it wasn’t until 1920 when Border Cities Lions Clubs 
(Windsor in March, Toronto in May, and Hamilton in June) in Windsor, Canada, 
was established that our association truly became international.   
 
It was a blast to dress up flapper style and get into the spirit of the celebration.  
Shout out to Club President Alex Hernandez for taking on the challenge of 
starting up and leading a new club.  This is a specialty club comprised of mostly 
Veterans.   With the help of their sponsoring club, my home club the Windcrest 
Lions, our Global Membership Team coordinator, PDG Janie Garza, and Guiding 
Lion, Lion Marlene Patton, the club should be off to a strong start! 

 
Adding San Antonio Yellow Rose Lions Club to our district club line up is just the 
beginning of a concerted effort in our district and across our association to 

increase membership as part of a larger campaign called Mission 1.5.   Let’s 
talk about this campaign in more detail: 

  

https://www.lionsclubs.org/en/resources-for-members/mission-to-grow


 

 

• What: It is our association’s drive to get from about 1.4 million members to 1.5 

million members around the world.  

 

• Why: To meet the growing needs in our communities, we need to form new 

clubs and invite new members to serve with us. To make sure we are always 

there and ready to serve, we need to grow. 

1. Increased capacity to serve 

2. Greater diversity and inclusion 
3. Increased advocacy for change, locally and globally 

4. Increased member benefits 

5. Make us stronger at every level of Lions 

 

• When: This is a multi-year campaign that started July 11, 2023, and doesn't 

end until July 1, 2027. 

 

• Where:  This campaign is happening at your club and everywhere that Lions 
around the world serve. 

 
• Who: Each and every one of us has a role to play in this campaign.   

 
• How: 3-pronged strategy 

1. Chartering New Clubs – We also refer to this as “extension.”  

▪ Traditional 
▪ Campus Club 

▪ Leo-Lion Club 

▪ Specialty Club 

▪ Virtual Club 

▪ Club Branch – This one is my favorite as you only need 5 people to 

start a branch club versus 20 for a stand-alone club.  Furthermore, 

the parent club can more easily mentor the branch club to ensure 

its sustainability.  Then once the branch club has 20 people, it can 

break off and become its own stand-alone club.   

2. Recruiting and Onboarding New Members into Our Existing Clubs: Every 

Lions needs to be inviting other people to join our association.  Think 

Just Ask. 

3. Retention:  Closing “the back door” to keep our club members engaged 

and not wanting to resign.  We do this through our regular service 
activities. Happy club members don’t leave.  Think the “Your Club, Your 

Way.”   

https://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/79864044
https://www.lionsclubs.org/resources/79863805
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_Y73RiM7UI4U6.jpg.pdf?v=2
https://cdn2.webdamdb.com/md_Y73RiM7UI4U6.jpg.pdf?v=2


 

 

Mission 1.5 is a marathon, not a sprint, and we as a district should be adding ~2 clubs every 

Lions year to do our part to reach 1.5 million members in our association by 7/1/2027.  

 

The holiday slowdown is over, and the district has a lot of events coming up in the near term, 

so mark your calendars: 

 

• Texas Lions Camp 75th Birthday Banquet on 2/3 

• Lions Sight Research Foundation Valentine Games Night on 2/10 

• Texas Lions Camp workdays on 3/2 and 5/4 

• Lions Sight Research Foundation Stride for Sight on 3/30 

• Texas Lions Camp Stay and Play to take in the solar eclipse 4/4-4/8 

 
 
Lion Nanette 
 
2nd Vice-District Governor 
Nanette Patton 

GI.Jade.1ea@gmail.com 

https://lionssightresearch.org/game-night.html
https://www.lionscamp.com/workdays.html
https://solerssports.raceentry.com/stride-for-sight-5k/race-information
https://lionscamp.com/DiamondAnniversary.html
mailto:GI.Jade.1ea@gmail.com


 

 

    
 

 

 

The World is Changing 
 

 

In case you hadn’t noticed, this is no longer our grandparents’ world. In fact, for 
many of us, it is not even our parents’ world – the one we grew up in.... and it 
certainly is no longer Melvin Jones’ Lions Club world. Every thing is changing, 
and our Lions Clubs have to change, too. The ones that haven’t are gone away or 
soon will. At Texas Lions Camp, things are no different. Summer 2024 looks 
very little like summer camp 1968, when I worked there. Heck, it doesn’t even 
look the same as just 5 years ago. 
 
Many things have come into play to cause this, but the 2 most glaring are COVID 
and random acts of violence. For both reasons many parents are very reluctant 
to have their kids hundreds of miles away for a week. Many are reluctant until 
they can see the camp leadership and operations for themselves. They want to 
be assured that their kids will be safe, properly cared for, and will have proper 
medical facilities available. 
 
However, Stephen Mabry, our President & CEO, has assembled a very creative & 
hard-working team of people, and together they have developed new ideas to 
help TLC keep up with this changing world. When COVID prevented bringing 
campers to camp, they created “TLC2U”. Boxes of fun supplies and crafts were 
sent to the campers’ homes, and TLC “zoomed” its way through the summer. 
When faced with a 2nd summer without normal camp, they started Family 
Camp, by setting up each bunkhouse wing to house one family – mom, dad, 
siblings, even grandparents got to come and experience the “all can do” 
attitude, that our campers experience at TLC. Each family  participates as a 
family in the various camp activities. That program has been received so well, it 
has now become party of the regular summer program. 

  

 
TLC Chairman’s Chatter 

Happy Birthday TLC  
 



 

 

Some of you have been asking about the newest addition to our summer 
camping options: Residential Day Camp, which in 2024 will have a trial run. 
Families will come and stay on campus with their camper, and each day only 
the campers will participate in normal camp activities. The families will be able 
to relax in the cabins, tour around Kerrville, or play in the Guadalupe River. At 
the end of the day the campers will rejoin the family where they will stay in 
their own cabin. The campers get the special benefit of interacting with the 
other campers, while the parents’ are able to relax or go exploring without 
sending their child hundreds of miles away from them. 
 
Certainly the camp, like the Lion on our Lions International logo (which looks to 
both the past & the future) is looking to the past as we celebrate our 75th 
Anniversary; but as you can see TLC is also looking to the future and making the 
changes needed to meet the needs of our campers in 2024 the birth year of our 
2nd 75 years & beyond. 
 
We are now in January and camper sign up is already started for summer 2024. 
Let’s all join the camp & be that ”Lion looking forward” and fill up our camp this 
year. (I’ve attached the summer camping dates again) Let’s each sign up a 
camper & make some dreams come true! 
 
 
Go be a Dream Catcher! 
PCC Tom Blase, TLC Chairman 

 

 
 

  



 

 

Texas Lions Camp 
 

 
    



 

 

How to Send a Child to Texas Lions Camp – by Camp Director Chris Ryan 
 

The 2024 schedule for Texas Lions Camp (TLC) has been announced! Please see the 
schedule at www.lionscamp.com. 

The schedule has some exciting and innovative features to meet the expanding needs of 
the TLC family. President & CEO, Stephen Mabry, stated that for the first time in TLC’s 
history, they will pilot an exciting new concept in camping, by combining family camp 
with the residential youth camp. This new program will be called “Residential Family 
Camp.” 

Camp Discovery will be returning to TLC after a five-year hiatus. It is a one-of-a-kind 
experience for children who have cancer. 

How to send a child to camp- 

1. Lions can be a huge help by finding campers to attend TLC. This can be done by 
contacting local rehabilitation centers, doctors, associations, and school principals 
and nurses. 

2. You will want to visit with parents of prospective campers. Give them a TLC 
brochure or promotional flyer. If you do not have one, share the website with them. 
Tell them about the wonderful opportunities that await their child!  

3. Application help - Direct parents to lionscamp.com to apply. ***Online 
registration for camp opens on Wednesday, January 3, 2024. That will be here 
before we know it. 

The application process involves the submittal of an in-depth application that includes: 

1) Contact Information 
2) Physical and Doctor’s Permission 
3) Lion Sponsor 
4) Dietary requirements 
5) Insurance information, and 
6) Legal Waiver & Permission to Treat. 

Parents can call TLC at (830) 896-8500 if they have any questions about the application 
process. The Lion sponsor should follow up with the family to ensure that all required 
forms are submitted. 

  

http://www.lionscamp.com/


 

 

 

4. Arrange Transportation. Transportation to and from the camp is the 
responsibility of the sponsoring Lions Club. 

 
TLC is an amazing place where campers gain confidence and are accepted for who they 
are. They are not defined by their disabilities. Children are invited to make friends, have 
fun, and get involved in a safe and supportive environment.  

As a Lion in the state of Texas, you make a positive difference in the life of a child at TLC. 
Thank you for your support of the camp. I hope you can help find a camper to attend this 
life-changing experience! 

If you have questions about TLC or the above information, please contact District 2-A2 
Camp Director Mary Ann Mays at mamays@gmail.com or me at 
chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net. 
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Judson ISD Board Recognition for Screening Assistance 

 

Lions in vests serving the Judson ISD schools from (left to right)—Lions Ken Book, Mary 
Ann Mays, Steve Mays, Rose Mary Paletta, PDG Janie Garza, Lions Jack Dugas, Mike 
Pardoe, Sylvia Madero, Lisa Werkowitch, and Debbie Book.  Amy Stevens (Director of 
Health Services), Christopher Garza (District Nurse) and Dr. Milton Fields III 
(Superintendent). 
 
 

Late in the 2023-24 screening season, Judson ISD contacted the Children’s 
Services Board (CSB) for help with vision and hearing at their elementary 
schools.  Our screening team had never screened these campuses before.  We 
screened 14 of their elementary campuses from the end of November through 
January 18, 2024.  The number of screenings we conducted was: 

Vision                         2,696 
Hearing                      2,566 

 
Our Lions contributed 256.5 man hours.  With an average of $25 for each Vision 
Screening and $50 for each Hearing Screening, the total saved by Judson ISD was 
$195,700. 
 

  



 

 

For the 41 remaining school campuses, we screened. 
Vision                                      6,277 
Hearing                                  6,349 

 
With a total man hours of 902, the total saved by the remaining 41 campuses 
was $474,375. 
 
More schools are contacting the CSB each year.  From 2022-23 to 2023-24, we 
screened 5,883 more children.  In order to provide the Lions services needed, 
we need more Lions to get certified and help us screen.   
 
After 12 years of screening thousands of kids each year, our equipment is 
wearing out and needs to be repaired or possibly replaced.  If you would like 
more information about helping the Children’s Services Board provide these 
services to District 2-A2 schools, contact Lion Ken Book, chairman, at: 
 
Kbook0@outlook.com or text to 210-744-2080. 
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Alamo Heights Lions Club and Alamo City Lions Club 
 

 

  



 

 

Alamo Heights Lions Club - Christmas event with BWA 
 
 

  



 

 

Texas Lions Camp Is Celebrating its Diamond 75th Anniversary – Party Time! 
 

Texas Lions Camp (TLC) has been serving children and improving their quality of life 
since 1949. As lions, you all play an important role in supporting the camp. 

On April 4, 2024, TLC will be celebrating the diamond anniversary of its founding. That 
will be 75 years of service! To commemorate this special event, there will be events 
taking place between February and April in 2024. This message is being sent out early so 
you can mark your calendars! 

TLC’s Birthday Party will be celebrated at the Lions State Level, in conjunction with 
the Past District Governor’s Association banquet. It will be on Saturday, February 3, 
2024, at 6:30 p.m. at Texas Lions Camp. Past International President, Doug Alexander, 
will be on hand to provide a keynote address. 

The TLC Camper & Counselor Homecoming will be on March 22-24, 2024, at 
Texas Lions Camp. Times: TBA. The campers and counselors are remarkable people! 

There will be a Chamber of Commerce Wine & Cheese Mixer on Thursday, 
March 21, 2024, at TLC. Time: TBA 

An Open House will be on Friday-Sunday, April 4-7, 2024, at TLC. Times TBA. 

A TLC Star Party will take place on Saturday, April 6, 2024, from 4-9 p.m., at the Kerr 
County Youth Exhibit Center in Kerrville. This will feature country music singer and 
songwriter Eric Paslay. 

Make your plans to be on-hand to enjoy a front-row seat to see the Total Solar Eclipse 
at TLC on Monday, April 8, 2024. It should be a spectacular event! 

Happy Birthday, Texas Lions Camp! 

If you have questions about TLC or the above information, please contact District 2-A2 
Camp Director Mary Ann Mays at mamays@gmail.com or Camp Director Chris Ryan at 
chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net. 

 

mailto:mamays@gmail.com
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Texas Lions Camp 75th Anniversary Sheath  

 
 

On the next page is an order blank for special lasered & hand-tooled knife sheaths. 
These fit the special Case knives with handles made from rock from Texas Lions 
Camp, which we have been selling the last 3 years. This knife is the one shown above 
the sheaths on the form. If you haven't seen them, the 2 bladed knife is beautifully 
lasered with the Lion's & TLC's logos, along with the words "Texas Lions Camp - 
children can with TLC". If you are interested in the knife, you can contact Lion Ken 
Jobe, whose info is on the form for the knife sheaths. 
 
 
The timing is critical, because (like everything else) the price of leather is going up 
dramatically, according to the leather tooler, and our costs will double after the 1st 
weekend in February. This will obviously do the same thing to our selling prices. So, 
if you want one or more, get your order in now. Orders dated by February 5th will be 
honored at the rates on the form. (The form says January 31st, but they have agreed 
to let the current price stand through our Feb. Council meeting in Kerrville.) 
 
 
These knife sheaths have the Camp's special 75th Anniversary Logo. I know many 
Lions don't have the current knife and it may not be available much longer to 
buy. However, a new TLC 75th Anniversary edition Case knife will be coming out 
soon with a handle made out of wood from the camp. They will also be laser 
engraved on one of the blades. They will fit in these knife sheaths. So this will be a 
chance to get a knife sheath for either or both knives before the prices soar. 
 
 
PCC Tom Blase 
1st Vice-Chairman, Executive Committee 
Texas Lions Camp 
 

  



 

 

 

 



 



2nd Annual Designer Purse Bingo 
Benefiting the Greater La Vernia Chamber of Commerce and La Vernia Lions Club Scholarship Funds 

Saturday, February 24th, 2024 from 6-9pm 
(Doors open at 5:30pm for VIP Sponsors, doors open at 6pm for General Admission. Games start at 7pm) 

 

$1,000 Platinum Sponsorship---Limit 3  

1 reserved table at the front for 8 tickets 

VIP early entrance 

Game Sponsorship  

Premium marketing at event and on Facebook 

 

$750 Gold Sponsorship 

1 reserved table near the front for 8 tickets 

VIP early entrance 

Game Sponsorship  

Premium marketing at event and on Facebook 

$400 Silver Sponsorship 

1 reserved half table for 4 tickets 

VIP early entrance  

Game Sponsorship 

Top marketing at event and on Facebook  

 

$200 Bronze Sponsorship  

2 tickets with reserved seating  

VIP Early Entrance  

Marketing during event  

 

Purse Donation ($100 value minimum) 
$100-$249 value receive 1 ticket with marketing at the event and on Facebook  

$250+ value will receive 2 tickets and VIP early entrance with  

marketing during the event and on Facebook  
 

Door Prizes 
Recognition for donation will be mentioned when prize is given away. 

 

All tickets include entry into the event, 1 drink ticket, 1 bingo dauber and a set of bingo game cards (one for 

each game/purse). Plus, Heavy hors d ’overs and desserts served throughout the night.  

Additional drinks (beer/seltzers) will be available for purchase or BYOB your own liquor or wine.  

 

Individual Tickets may be purchased for $45 in advance ($55 at the door, if not sold out) 

(Requests for additional reserved seating for tickets obtained individually not as part of a sponsorship for 

purse donation, will not be guaranteed.)  

 

Individual game cards specific to a game/purse will be available for purchase the night of the event for $3. 

Additional full game books (one sheet for each game/purse) may be purchased for $20, and half game books 

(for game 1-10 or 11-20) may be purchased for $10.  

 

Please submit sponsorship and donations by February 2nd, 2024. For more information, sponsorship 

submission, donations of purses and/or door prizes, please call or email Kasie Tankersley at 

ktankersley@gvec.org or 830-243-1386.  

SOLD OUT  

mailto:ktankersley@gvec.org


2nd Annual Designer Purse Bingo 
Benefiting the Greater La Vernia Chamber of Commerce and La Vernia Lions Club Scholarship Funds 

Saturday, February 24th, 2024 from 6-9pm 
(Doors open at 5:30pm for VIP Sponsors, doors open at 6pm for General Admission. Games start at 7pm) 

 

Sponsorship/Donation Information Form 
Name of Sponsor/Donor: _____________________________________________________ 

Contact Person (if different from above): ________________________________________ 

Preferred Phone Number: ____________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________ 

      _____________________________ 

 

Sponsorship Amount: _________________________________ (if a check or cash) 

 

Door Prize donated: ___________________________________ 

 

Purse donated: _______________________________________ 

(Please contact Kasie Tankersley as soon as possible if you would like to donate a purse)  

 

If yes, what is the value of the purse? ______________ 

(We have to report the value of the “winnings” to the Texas Lottery Commission, which has to be paid 

5% of the value.) 

 

Do you have a logo? _______ Yes ______ No  

(Email logos to Kasie Tankersley at ktankersley@gvec.org)  

 

If not, then please contact Kasie Tankersley at the email above to discuss how your sponsorship 

should be advertised in print. If you do not contact us, we will use your name or the name of your 

business.  

 

Please mail this form along with your payment or donation to PO Box 1055, La Vernia, Texas 78121 or 

call 830-243-1386 to arrange for a Greater La Vernia Chamber of Commerce or La Vernia Lions Club 

member to pick this up from you. Thank you for your support!  

 

 

Kasie Tankersley 

Greater La Vernia Chamber of Commerce 

President 

 

 

 

 

Heather Bard 

La Vernia Lions Club  

President  

mailto:ktankersley@gvec.org



