
 

 

  
 

Issue 7 – January 2024 

 
Changing the World 
 

Happy New Year Fellow Lions of 
District 2-A2, 
 
 
I hope your holidays were great and 
you had a Happy Hanukah, Merry 
Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 
 
 
As we make the “turn” into the final 
six weeks of the Lion year I want you 
to know that we are doing great in 
the district. As of this writing, we are positive 15 members on 
the year! Great job on recruiting members for the sake of 
service. As we get ready to roll into the busy months of 
January through April, continue to invite prospective 
members to join your clubs. Invite individuals to a service 
project so they can see what we as Lions do for our 
community. 
 
 
By the time this letter reaches you, we will have held Charter 
Night for San Antonio Yellow Rose Lions Club. It was a great 
night and an exciting time as we welcomed the first new 
club to our district since about 2017. Congrats to all those 
lions who made it a success. 
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Del Rio San Felipe Lions 
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Mid-winter is just a few weeks away! The deadline for early bird has been 
extended to January 10th. Take advantage and register early. Friday night will 
be meet the candidates at the Texas Lions Camp where there will be a baked 
potato bar for dinner.  Saturday, we switch it up and we will have a full pancake 
breakfast before the meeting starts. Saturday’s cabinet meeting will take place 
at the Texas Lions Camp as well. We will have tours available Friday afternoon 
and Saturday if you have not been lately to see the major renovations that have 
taken place. I have Club Excellence awards that our IPDG Steve Mays will pass 
out as well as packets of Chevron Awards for years of service. 
 
 
The last item I wanted to begin addressing already is the District Convention 
which will be held in Eagle Pass on April 19-20th. In the nicest way I can say 
this is “Turn off the news and social media and do not believe everything you 
see”. What you see on the news with large groups crossing and being under the 
international bridge is just that. Once the individual hits American soil, they 
immediately claim asylum and are processed before being bussed out of the 
area. The international bridge you see in the news is nowhere near the hotel 
nor convention center. There are not roving bands of migrants wandering the 
streets of Eagle Pass looking to cause trouble. Yes, you will see an increased 
DPS and FHP presence in town and within 60 miles of the border. On a personal 
note, I live less than a mile from the Rio Grande and our international bridge, 
and I have so for the last 45 years. I do not feel unsafe or in danger. I can 
promise you that you will be fine in Eagle Pass, just like I promised you that 
you would be fine in Del Rio last year for Mid-Winter, which went great. Eagle 
Pass Border Lions Club and Eagle Pass Evening Club are excited to host 2-A2 
in April. Remember that at the very core of our organization is the motto of WE 
SERVE. 
 
I wish you a great 2024!! 
 
Remember: 
 
From The Rio Grande to The Alamo, WE SERVE!! 
 
 
Lion Josh 
 
District Governor Josh Overfelt (Del Rio San Felipe) 
Josh.overfelt@gmail.com 

(830) 734-6219 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events: 

 
Cabinet and Convention Dates: 

 

 

 
Club and Other Events: 
 

 

   
 

Tell Us What You Are Doing 
 

We want our District newsletter to feature more of the wonderful work being done 
by each of the Lions Clubs in District 2-A2.  Please send in articles about your 
service projects, fundraisers, installations, and member recognitions for inclusion 
in the monthly newsletter to newsletter@district2a2.org.  Articles must be 
submitted by the 28th of the month to be included in the following month’s 
newsletter. 
 
 

 

  

Mid-Winter Conference January 19-20th Kerrville, Texas  

District Convention April 18-20th Eagle Pass, Texas  
 

Valentines Games Night February 10th Italian Society Hall 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

West Side Lions Pancake Breakfast February 17th Madonna Center 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

LSRF Stride for Sight 5K March 30th Comanche Park 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

Harry Wickersham Golf Tournament August 1st Lady Bird Johnson GC 
Fredericksburg, Texas 
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ALAMO HEIGHTS LIONS CLUB & TEXAS LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING CTR 

Free Postage to Mail Eyeglasses to the Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center  
by Lion Norman Fulkerson 

 
The USPS Publication 347 dated October 2015 spells out how to mail glasses for recycling to the Texas 
Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center in Midland, Texas. 
 
The publication states that individuals and noncommercial organizations which serve eligible persons 
(i.e., those who require glasses). No advertising is allowed. 
 
The box or envelope must NOT be sealed. The boxes must have the words "FREE MATTER FOR THE 
BLIND OR THE HANDICAPPED" in the upper right corner of the address side of the envelope or parcel 
where postage is normally placed. The words may be printed, rubber stamped or handwritten. See the 
form below. 
 
The mail is not considered a specific class of mail. If you wish to insure the item, you may pay the 
required insurance fee. 
 
The Postmaster at my Post Office says they will accept boxes up to the size of a Banker's box or the size 
of the box that comes with 10 reams ofpaper. Ihave found the 10 ream paper box weighs about 
20pounds when full of eyeglasses. 
 
You may use the form below by cutting off the bottom of this page to use as the required label.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
  



 

 

District 2-A2 Mid-Winter Conference 

 

District 2-A2 Mid-Winter Conference 
Early Registration Now Extended to January 10th 

 

Click HERE to Register for the Early Bird Special  

 

Click HERE to Download Mail-in Registration  

 

 

 PID M.P. Mike Butler Ambassador of Service Award 

https://district2a2.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34ee39ea3352d8f0810fa0978&id=d94c7382fa&e=963e0ba708
https://district2a2.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34ee39ea3352d8f0810fa0978&id=03631ef8c0&e=963e0ba708


 

 

 
  



 

 

Note From Our Second Vice-District Governor Nanette Patton: 
 

 
December turned out to be a much busier month than I ever expected!   
 

On December 5th, I was a stand 
in for DG Josh to perform the 
ceremonial duties of presenting 
a very special award to the San 
Antonio Central Park Lions -- 
the Model Club Award. Lions 
Clubs International recognized 
clubs who set and achieved the 
goal of raising $750/club 
member for the Lions Club 
International Foundation during 
Campaign 100 with a Model 
Club Award.  It was great to mix 
and mingle with such a vibrant 
club doing great things for their 
local community and 
contributing so generously to 
our international association.  

 
 
Thanks to clubs like Central Park and individual donations, LCIF has been able to 
grant more than $1B billion over the years to Lions service projects and 
partnerships around the globe to save sight, support youth, provide disaster 
relief, and address a wide range of humanitarian needs. 

 
 

On December 14th, Lions Sight Research Foundation (LSRF) Chief Operating 
Officer (COO), PDG Sam Pantusa, at the Baptist Health Foundation Awards 
Ceremony. The LSRF received a community impact grant of $10,000. LSRF was in 
good company as the Baptist Health Foundation of San Antonio awarded 99 
grants this year totaling $9,115,000! 



 

 

 
 

On December 16th, I attended the Wreaths Across America ceremony and 
participated in the wreath laying at the Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery! 
This event is one of my favorite Christmas season rituals. What a wonderful way 
to honor those who served and those who made the ultimate sacrifice and to 
remind everyone that freedom isn't always free. 
 

On the morning of December 
17th, I joined the China Grove 
Lions Club in the Christmas 
spirit of giving which involved 
assembling and distributing 87 
food basket sets. Each set had 2 
boxes and then there was a 
shopping bag with a ham. 
China Grove has been doing 
this service project for over 20 
years. This was the most sets 
they have ever done. Last year 
they did 60, and I think the 
significant increase reflects our 
economic times with many 
more families experiencing 
food insecurity. 
 

  



 

 

That evening I attended the Children’s Services Program’s 2nd Annual Holiday 
Gathering.  Lion Ken Book rattled off all kinds of metrics demonstrating the 
expanded scope and impact the Children’s Services Committee and team is making: 

• 49 campuses visited 

• 21 new campuses mostly Judson 

ISD 

• 17 active certified screeners who 

have attended at least 1 screening 

session  

• 736 man hours 

• 4560 kids 5 and younger screened 

for vision with 798 failing 

• 3150 kids 6 and older screened 

with an eye chart with 1155 failing  

• 7659 kids screened for hearing with 594 failing 

 
On December 23rd, I joined PDG Chris Lloyd and my Lions Sight Research 
Foundation board members and other Lions volunteers at the San Antonio H-E-B 
Feast of Sharing at the Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center with the Mobile Eye 
Screening Unit (MESU) for free vision screenings. During this event, H-E-B provided 
3,500 pounds of brisket, 6,750 sausage links, 500 gallons of pinto beans, and 2,800 
pounds of potato salad to more than 14,000 attendees. This initiative is an 
important part of H-E-B’s Hunger Relief Program, which works year-round to 
prevent hunger.  Throughout the event, we had wait lines for screenings.   
 

 
 

 



 

 

I then finished off the month with sharing duty roster time with my mom and our 
district’s Global Service Team Coordinator, Lion Marlene Patton, handing out maps 
for the Windcrest Christmas Light-Up 2023 and collecting Fill the Boot donations for 
the Windcrest Volunteer Fire Department Firefighters Alliance. This is an event my 
home club, the Windcrest Lions, enjoys supporting! 
 
2024 is here and we are about to start the year with a Lion’s bang.  The Yellow Rose 
Lions Club charter night was January 5th.  We have our District Mid-Winter 
Conference in Kerrville on January 19th and 20th.  Friday night before the 
conference business meeting, you can meet the candidates who will be on the ballot 
in April.   No hibernation season for Lions!  
 
 
Lion Nanette 
 
2nd Vice-District Governor 
Nanette Patton 
GI.Jade.1ea@gmail.com 
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VALENTINE  Games Night  
 Saturday, February 10, 2024 
  Christopher Columbus Italian Society Hall    
  201 Piazza Italia  San Antonio, Texas 78207               
                         FUN STARTS at 5:00pm 

A Fundraising Event of the District 2-A2 Lions Sight Research Foundation 

Your Reservation entitles you to be a PLAYER in our VALENTINE CASINO where you can               

WIN at   BLACKJACK   TEXAS HOLD ‘EM   CRAPS   ROULETTE  or the  MONEY WHEEL                                   

   and there’s our      ADULT BEVERAGE RING TOSS         HEADS & TAILS          50/50 RAFFLE   

                                      A Fun Evening with  Great Food and Lots of Door Prizes 

  RESERVED Tables for Eight - $500.00 Donation General Seating - $50.00 per attendee 

                                                 Cash Bar—Beer and Wine, Set Ups for BYOB                                                 

                                               Checks payable to the Lions Sight Research Foundation 

                         For Online Reservation s:  www.lionssightresearch.org  -  “DONATIONS” Tab 

      For Other Reservations or information: PDG Sam Pantusa  call: 210 326 3915 or email:  lsrf.sam@gmail.com 

           1st Prize $ 5,000  - 2nd Prize  $ 1,000 - 3rd & 4th Prizes $ 500/each      
                           5th & 6th Prizes $ 250/each  - 7th Prize $ 200 

Valentine Games Night and the 

Sweetheart Raffle are fundraising    

elements of the 2024 Save Our Sight / 

Stride for Sight Campaign with net 

proceeds directed toward  LSRF Spe-

cial Projects and other needs of the 

Lions Eye Health Program. 

We’ll also be Drawing the Names of ALL the WINNERS of our 

gift card giveaway 

7 Chances to WIN  ONLY 200 to be SOLD—$100 Donation  

Sweetheart Raffle 

Christopher Columbus Italian Society Hall      

201 Piazza Italia  San Antonio, Texas 78207 

Just off the IH 10 and IH 35 Interchange and 
W. Martin St, north west of Downtown  



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

UIW Lions Club – Officer Graduation 

Our UIW Lions Club Secretary, Ricardo Lopez, recently graduated from the University 
of the Incarnate Word, obtaining a Master of Science in Accounting! He thanks the 
Lions Club for all of the support and will continue to support the Lions Club through 
the years to come. We are incredibly proud of him and wish him well in his future 
endeavors! 

 

 

  



 

 

Alamo Heights Lions Club – We Serve! 
 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

Alamo Heights Lions Club and UIW Campus Lions Club 
 

 
  



 

 

Texas Lions Camp Is Celebrating its Diamond 75th Anniversary – Party Time! 
 

Texas Lions Camp (TLC) has been serving children and improving their quality of life 
since 1949. As lions, you all play an important role in supporting the camp. 

On April 4, 2024, TLC will be celebrating the diamond anniversary of its founding. That 
will be 75 years of service! To commemorate this special event, there will be events 
taking place between February and April in 2024. This message is being sent out early so 
you can mark your calendars! 

TLC’s Birthday Party will be celebrated at the Lions State Level, in conjunction with 
the Past District Governor’s Association banquet. It will be on Saturday, February 3, 
2024, at 6:30 p.m. at Texas Lions Camp. Past International President, Doug Alexander, 
will be on hand to provide a keynote address. 

The TLC Camper & Counselor Homecoming will be on March 22-24, 2024, at 
Texas Lions Camp. Times: TBA. The campers and counselors are remarkable people! 

There will be a Chamber of Commerce Wine & Cheese Mixer on Thursday, 
March 21, 2024, at TLC. Time: TBA 

An Open House will be on Friday-Sunday, April 4-7, 2024, at TLC. Times TBA. 

A TLC Star Party will take place on Saturday, April 6, 2024, from 4-9 p.m., at the Kerr 
County Youth Exhibit Center in Kerrville. This will feature country music singer and 
songwriter Eric Paslay. 

Make your plans to be on-hand to enjoy a front-row seat to see the Total Solar Eclipse 
at TLC on Monday, April 8, 2024. It should be a spectacular event! 

Happy Birthday, Texas Lions Camp! 

If you have questions about TLC or the above information, please contact District 2-A2 
Camp Director Mary Ann Mays at mamays@gmail.com or Camp Director Chris Ryan at 
chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net. 
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Texas Lions Camp 
 

 
    

  



 

 

How to Send a Child to Texas Lions Camp – by Camp Director Chris Ryan 
 

The 2024 schedule for Texas Lions Camp (TLC) has been announced! Please see the 
schedule at www.lionscamp.com. 

The schedule has some exciting and innovative features to meet the expanding needs of 
the TLC family. President & CEO, Stephen Mabry, stated that for the first time in TLC’s 
history, they will pilot an exciting new concept in camping, by combining family camp 
with the residential youth camp. This new program will be called “Residential Family 
Camp.” 

Camp Discovery will be returning to TLC after a five-year hiatus. It is a one-of-a-kind 
experience for children who have cancer. 

How to send a child to camp- 

1. Lions can be a huge help by finding campers to attend TLC. This can be done by 
contacting local rehabilitation centers, doctors, associations, and school principals 
and nurses. 

2. You will want to visit with parents of prospective campers. Give them a TLC 
brochure or promotional flyer. If you do not have one, share the website with them. 
Tell them about the wonderful opportunities that await their child!  

3. Application help - Direct parents to lionscamp.com to apply. ***Online 
registration for camp opens on Wednesday, January 3, 2024. That will be here 
before we know it. 

The application process involves the submittal of an in-depth application that includes: 

1) Contact Information 
2) Physical and Doctor’s Permission 
3) Lion Sponsor 
4) Dietary requirements 
5) Insurance information, and 
6) Legal Waiver & Permission to Treat. 

Parents can call TLC at (830) 896-8500 if they have any questions about the application 
process. The Lion sponsor should follow up with the family to ensure that all required 
forms are submitted. 
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4. Arrange Transportation. Transportation to and from the camp is the 
responsibility of the sponsoring Lions Club. 

 
TLC is an amazing place where campers gain confidence and are accepted for who they 
are. They are not defined by their disabilities. Children are invited to make friends, have 
fun, and get involved in a safe and supportive environment.  

As a Lion in the state of Texas, you make a positive difference in the life of a child at TLC. 
Thank you for your support of the camp. I hope you can help find a camper to attend this 
life-changing experience! 

If you have questions about TLC or the above information, please contact District 2-A2 
Camp Director Mary Ann Mays at mamays@gmail.com or me at 
chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net. 
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Texas Lions Camp 75th Anniversary Sheath  

 
 

On the next page is an order blank for special lasered & hand-tooled knife sheaths. 
These fit the special Case knives with handles made from rock from Texas Lions 
Camp, which we have been selling the last 3 years. This knife is the one shown above 
the sheaths on the form. If you haven't seen them, the 2 bladed knife is beautifully 
lasered with the Lion's & TLC's logos, along with the words "Texas Lions Camp - 
children can with TLC". If you are interested in the knife, you can contact Lion Ken 
Jobe, whose info is on the form for the knife sheaths. 
 
 
The timing is critical, because (like everything else) the price of leather is going up 
dramatically, according to the leather tooler, and our costs will double after the 1st 
weekend in February. This will obviously do the same thing to our selling prices. So, 
if you want one or more, get your order in now. Orders dated by February 5th will be 
honored at the rates on the form. (The form says January 31st, but they have agreed 
to let the current price stand through our Feb. Council meeting in Kerrville.) 
 
 
These knife sheaths have the Camp's special 75th Anniversary Logo. I know many 
Lions don't have the current knife and it may not be available much longer to 
buy. However, a new TLC 75th Anniversary edition Case knife will be coming out 
soon with a handle made out of wood from the camp. They will also be laser 
engraved on one of the blades. They will fit in these knife sheaths. So this will be a 
chance to get a knife sheath for either or both knives before the prices soar. 
 
 
PCC Tom Blase 
1st Vice-Chairman, Executive Committee 
Texas Lions Camp 
 

  



 

 

 

 




