
 

 

  
 

Issue 3 - September 2023 

 
Changing the World 
 

Greetings Lions of District 2-A2!!, 
 
 
August has left us, and we are now 
into second summer! Here’s to 
hoping for cooler weather soon. 
 
 
As we enter the third month of the 
Lion year, I want to say thank you for 
what you have done so far. We have 
seen LCIF donations for the fires in 
Hawaii and now a need has arisen in Florida in the 
wake of the latest hurricane. If you are able, please 
consider a donation to the LCIF Disaster Relief Fund. I 
will be releasing a video soon on how you can earn a 
new LCIF pin that at this point is only available in Utah 
and District 2-A2.  
 
 
I’m proud to announce that District 2-A2 has 
chartered a new club!!! I am excited to welcome San 
Antonio Yellow Rose Lions Club to our district. LCI has 
given final approval, and I am hoping to have charter 
night soon and hoping to see our new club at the 2nd 
Cabinet meeting. 
 
 
 

District 2-A2 Cabinet 
 
District Governor 

Josh Overfelt 

Josh.overfelt@gmail.com 

Del Rio San Felipe Lions 

Club 

830.734.6219 

 

1st Vice-District Governor 

Rose Ann Barajas 

RABrunner64@gmail.com 

SA Edgewood Lions Club 

 

2nd Vice-District Governor 

Nanette Patton 

GI.Jade.1ea@gmail.com 

SA Windcrest Lions Club 

 

Immediate Past District 

Governor 

Steve Mays 

texasmays@gmail.com 

La Vernia Lions Club 

210.380.6572 
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Second Cabinet Meeting – October 7th: 
 
Speaking of the 2nd Cabinet meeting, registration is live now on the 

website (click here)! We will have the new Texas Lions Camp Chairman, 
PCC Tom Blase as our guest speaker during lunch. He will give us an 
update on the camp and how we can help continue the mission of “Where 
all can do, Making dreams come true”. 
 
 
Service: 

 
Please continue to report your service in MyLCI and leverage the use of 
social media, radio, print, etc. to promote your club and the service it 
gives to the community. We will grow as a club, district and organization 
when we are able to show what we can do. It has long been said that 
Lions Clubs is the best kept secret when it comes to service organizations. 
Our International President, Dr. Patti Hill wants to change that. Let’s once 
again show the state and world why 2-A2 leads in service!! If you need 
New Member packets, I have a bunch that just arrived. Send me an email 
with a mailing address and I will get them sent to you. 
 
 
September/October Challenge: 
 
I have a September-October challenge for the district. We have just added 
a new club. I challenge our Lions to charter one more club. It can be a new 
service club or perhaps a specialty club. A specialty club is a great way to 
bring together a specialized group of individuals to help give back. Think 
a Veterans Club, an Educators Club, a SAR (Search and Rescue) Club, or 
perhaps a Cigar Club (we actually have two in Texas now). If you have 
questions, reach out to me or District Administrator PDG Janie Garza 

(210-643-3217, pdgjanie2a2@gmail.com). 
 

  

https://district2a2.org/2nd-cabinet-meeting/
mailto:pdgjanie2a2@gmail.com


 

 

 
In closing, thank you for all you do for the communities you serve. It does not 
go unnoticed. 
 
 
Remember: 
 
From The Rio Grande to The Alamo, WE SERVE!! 
 
 
Lion Josh 
 
District Governor Josh Overfelt (Del Rio San Felipe) 
Josh.overfelt@gmail.com 

(830) 734-6219 
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Calendar of Upcoming Events: 

 
Cabinet and Convention Dates: 

 

 

 

 
Club and Other Events: 
 

 

   
Tell Us What You Are Doing 

 
We want our District newsletter to feature more of the wonderful work being done 
by each of the Lions Clubs in District 2-A2.  Please send in articles about your 
service projects, fundraisers, installations, and member recognitions for inclusion 
in the monthly newsletter to newsletter@district2a2.org.  Articles must be 
submitted by the 25th of the month to be included in the following month’s 
newsletter. 
 

  

Second Cabinet Meeting October 7th Wilson County Center 
Floresville, Texas  

Mid-Winter Conference January 19-20th Kerrville, Texas  

District Convention April 18-20th Eagle Pass, Texas  
 

Lion Bill Garden Memorial Golf Tournament  September 25th Silverhorn Golf Club 
San Antonio, Texas 

   

La Vernia Lions Club Golf Tournament  

 

October 7th River Bend Golf Club 
Floresville, Texas 
 

Converse Lions Club–Night in Old Converse October 6-7th Converse, Texas 

   

Del Rio Host Lions Health Fair  

 

October 13th 1914 Veterans Blvd  
Del Rio, Texas 
 

San Antonio Family Lions Poker Fundraiser November 11th IBC Bank 
San Antonio, Texas 

mailto:newsletter@district2a2.org


 

 

ALAMO HEIGHTS LIONS CLUB & TEXAS LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING CTR 

Free Postage to Mail Eyeglasses to the Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center  
by Lion Norman Fulkerson 

 
The USPS Publication 347 dated October 2015 spells out how to mail glasses for recycling to the Texas 
Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center in Midland, Texas. 
 
The publication states that individuals and noncommercial organizations which serve eligible persons 
(i.e., those who require glasses). No advertising is allowed. 
 
The box or envelope must NOT be sealed. The boxes must have the words "FREE MATTER FOR THE 
BLIND OR THE HANDICAPPED" in the upper right corner of the address side of the envelope or parcel 
where postage is normally placed. The words may be printed, rubber stamped or handwritten. See the 
form below. 
 
The mail is not considered a specific class of mail. If you wish to insure the item, you may pay the 
required insurance fee. 
 
The Postmaster at my Post Office says they will accept boxes up to the size of a Banker's box or the size 
of the box that comes with 10 reams ofpaper. Ihave found the 10 ream paper box weighs about 
20pounds when full of eyeglasses. 
 
You may use the form below by cutting off the bottom of this page to use as the required label. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

October 6–7, 2023 
Wilson County Expo and Community Center 

435 HWY 97 E 
Floresville, Texas 78114 

HOSTED BY THE FLORESVILLE LIONS CLUB 

Friday, October 6, 2023 

SureStay by Best Western ~ Pavilion 

1720 10th St 
Floresville, TX 78114 map…. 
Welcome Picnic: 6:00pm 

Hamburgers and Hot Dogs 

All Lions are welcome! 

Saturday, October 7, 2023 

Wilson County Expo & Community Center 
435 HWY 97 E 
Floresville, Texas 78114 map… 
Breakfast: 8:00-9:00am 

Breakfast Tacos, Fruit, Coffee and Juice 

Registration: 8:00–9:00am 

Cabinet Meeting: 9:00am 

Lunch: Following Meeting 

Click HERE To Register Online  

  

Click HERE To Download and Mail Registration Form With your 

Check

https://www.google.com/maps/@29.135568,-98.1470071,3a,75y,43.93h,90t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1sk70JxDS6ARtadL6xTaehaw!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fpanoid%3Dk70JxDS6ARtadL6xTaehaw%26cb_client%3Dsearch.gws-prod.gps%26w%3D86%26h%3D86%26yaw%3D43.929256%26pitch%3D0%26thumbfov%3D100!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Wilson+County+Show+Barn+Inc./@29.161764,-98.1403613,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x865d1ffba36d390b:0x743f3c0064390677!8m2!3d29.161764!4d-98.1403613!16s%2Fg%2F11cmtrzt37?authuser=0&hl=en&entry=ttu
https://lionsregistration.org/
https://lionsregistration.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/2023-2nd-Cabinet-Meeting-Floresville.pdf
https://lionsregistration.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/2023-2nd-Cabinet-Meeting-Floresville.pdf


 

 

  



 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

Texas Lions Camp – Chairman’s Chatter 
 

          TLC Chairman’s Chatter             

Texas Lions Camp – Summer of 2023 

Where Dreams CAME True 

 
For the 1st time since COVID came to Texas, we were able to have kids on campus 
together in bunkhouses; and while the numbers weren’t back up to pre-pandemic 
levels, your Texas Lions Camp served 891 campers in 2023. There were 520 
children in our regular sessions, which included the diabetic & Down Syndrome 
sessions, and 371 came to family camp. There are several reasons the numbers 
were lower than in the past: Parents are fearful, in general, about not having their 
children in sight; COVID itself, still causes some parents concern, and possibly we, 
the Lions of Texas, got out of the habit of recruiting kids after 3 years. (We’ll get 
back in the swing in ’24.) 
 
Since we opened our doors, almost 83,000 children have come to camp and most 
of them have had dreams of things they wanted to accomplish. However, they were 
told those dreams might not come true because of their limitations; but with TLC’s 
“All Can Do” attitude, those kids have had their dreams come true at Lions Camp. 
When their dreams come true in these little things, our campers gain confidence to 
dream and accomplish bigger things as they become adults. Thousands of kids 
have had their dreams come true at TLC and that’s because of us, the Lions of 
Texas. Here are some of the dozens of testimonials we received just this year 
(great comments to share with reluctant parents next year):  
 
Ryan loved Lions Camp! For years his brothers went to Pine Cove, and we have been 
searching for a camp with the same exciting camp experience for Ryan and found it 
with Lions Camp. The energy and excitement the staff brought on Day 1 made 
me realize we finally found a camp for him. 
 
I am very impressed with how the camp is run. I felt completely comfortable being 
away from my child for the first time for so long. She came home more 
independent but more confident as well. 
 
Thank you so much TLC for showing my son that there are other children out 
there like him.  He also said he likes that no one treats him any different because of 
his disability.  
 



 

 

My son loved it! He was very scared to be away from us . It was his first time at any 
kind of camp . He loved it and will be back, and hopefully he will be a leader once he 
goes to college. All the team and leaders really loved him . Y’all made my son come 
back! Opening his eyes to all the things a Type1  can do! Reese was amazing with 
him. We look forward to next year. Also, we are joining our local Lions Club to be 
part of the family! Thanks again for everything!   
 
The staff energy levels were amazing, and they actually got Gracie to participate 
in the songs and cheers, something that never happens.  She loved the camp, and 
we will return next year for sure. We don’t know how the staff stayed so energetic 
and kept the kids so engaged. 
 
I’m just so grateful that Cameron got to have this experience as well as give me and 
his Dad some respite. Thank you for all you do and the opportunities that you 
provide for our special kiddos! I’m forever grateful! 
 
Kate was so thrilled.  She couldn't wait to tell us all about it and smiled and 
bounced up and down in the backseat for hours! I have rarely seen her that 
ecstatic! I am so disappointed that I just found you all ‐ so sad that she will age out 
for next summer.  What a great job ‐ we are so grateful for you and the Lions Club.  
 
Although my child had some issues, he loved being there. The experience was great 
for him! He hasn't quit talking about it. This camp is an awesome place for kids 
like him to learn about himself and learn how to work with others. He struggled, 
but I believe it has helped him and will prayerfully be apparent in his other activities 
this summer and when he returns to school. 
 
 Thank you for making this possible. This experience has helped my daughter in so 
many ways that wouldn’t otherwise be possible. 
 
 I just love this camp. I feel like it builds the confidence of my child.   
 

 

Makes you proud to be a Texas Lion, doesn’t it? 
 
 
PCC Tom Blase, Chairman Texas Lions Camp 
  



 

 

   Texas Lions Camp – Where Dreams Come True             

TLC a place on a hill 
Where “All Can Do”, 

A magical place 
Where my dreams come true! 

 
This is the poem from a young camper. She wrote it as a Lion was driving her home from camp many 
years ago and sent it back to her counselor. I saw the counselor sitting on a bench reading the letter with 
tears in her eyes and she shared it with me. There’s more to that story, which I’ll share with you when I 
come to your District, which I hope to do this year at some point; but just as it did for this counselor, 
these 18 little words help us remember why we do what we do at TLC when we get bogged down in 
meetings, fundraising and all we have to do to make sure these kids’ dreams do come true. 
 
I want to thank all of you – the Lions of Texas – for giving me the honor of serving as your Chairman for 
our camp this year. At our board meeting on August 5th, I challenged your District TLC Team (the 4 Camp 
Directors from your District – your District Governor, Immediate Past District Governor, and your 2 
elected Directors) to accomplish 3 special things for TLC in this our 75th Anniversary year.  
 
With COVID basically over as a pandemic, we finally had kids back on campus as a group, but there 
weren’t nearly enough of them. So, the 1st challenge is to increase the campers you send in 2024 over 
what you sent in 2023 from your club. As the year goes on, I will try to give you some new ideas on 
recruiting campers in this era of privacy and, sadly, fear. Because of all the horrible things going on in 
our world, parents are reluctant to send their kids to a place they have never been, but it can be done. 
 
The 2nd challenge, which I’m sure you’ll hear more about from your District TLC Team in your District 
meetings and Governor’s newsletters, is for your District to do some special District-wide project, as a 
birthday present for TLC. Think outside the box, have some fun and promote the Texas Lions Camp, the 
hidden gem of Texas Lionism. 
 
The 3rd challenge is to get on board with our “Sign Up, Step Up, Catch Up” Century Club campaign, 
which your Governor has been working on with his entire MD2 State Council since he became a 2nd Vice-
Governor. If you have personally been putting off joining, now’s the time to start. I don’t deny it, I 
personal procrastinated for 30 years, thinking $10/mo. would just about kill me; guess what? It didn’t 
and I also discovered after a couple of years it didn’t kill me to step up another level. (I’ve asked your 
newsletter editor to include the campaign flyer and Century Club form in this newsletter.) 
 
Your District TLC Team has to have your help if your District is to meet these challenges. I personally 
hope to help give you the information you need to meet these challenges and others that we face at TLC 
in future newsletters.  
 
Our new International President’s theme (Patti Hill) is “Changing the World”.  Every time you help send 
a child to TLC you do just that. You change their world by making their dreams come true, which gives 
them a new confidence to go forward to make even bigger dreams come true as they grow into adults.    I 
challenge you to go make that TLC magic happen for some children this year. 
 

Lion Tom Blase, Chairman of the Board, Texas Lions Camp  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

Texas Lions Camp – Update 

After not having a residential camp for several 
years due to the pandemic, the traditional 
Residential Youth Camp returned this summer! 
 
There were 600 children who participated in the 
six week-long residential camps for children, 
including three for children with physical 
disabilities, one for children with Down 
Syndrome, and two for children with Type 1 
diabetes. 
  
All the camps filled up, except for the one for 
children who have physical disabilities. We need 
to make more of an effort to get the word out 
about this camp to families who have children 
with disabilities. 
 
A parent of a camper this summer said “Thank you so much TLC for showing my son that 
there are other children out there like him. He also said he likes that no one treats him 
any different because of his disability.” 
 
Did you know that at one time, the residential camps were two-weeks long? It was 
changed to one week, so more campers could be accommodated. 
 
Family Camps continued this summer and are here to stay. These popular sessions were 
the ones that filled up first. Four sessions were offered, and 400 people participated. 
President & CEO, Stephen Mabry stated that our mission over the past two years has been 
“to draw the family unit closer together, through shared experience…” 
 
Texas Lions Camp is a life-changing place and to see the smiles on the children’s faces is 
priceless. 
 
An article in next month’s newsletter will be about events taking place in 2024 to 
celebrate 75 years of service at Texas Lions Camp. 
 
If you have questions about TLC or the above information, please contact District 2-
A2 Camp Director Mary Ann Mays at mamays@gmail.com or Camp Director Chris 
Ryan at chrisr1475@sbcglobal.net. 
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San Antonio Founder Lions Club – Welcoming the New LCI President 

 

  



 

 

Alamo Heights Lions Club – JBSA Fischer Help Donation  

 

  



 

 

Alamo Heights Lions Club – Harry Wickersham Golf Tournament Sponsor 

 



 

 

 Texas Lions Camp 75th Anniversary Sheath  

 
 

On the next page is an order blank for special lasered & hand-tooled knife sheaths. 
These fit the special Case knives with handles made from rock from Texas Lions 
Camp, which we have been selling the last 3 years. This knife is the one shown above 
the sheaths on the form. If you haven't seen them, the 2 bladed knife is beautifully 
lasered with the Lion's & TLC's logos, along with the words "Texas Lions Camp - 
children can with TLC". If you are interested in the knife, you can contact Lion Ken 
Jobe, whose info is on the form for the knife sheaths. 
 
 
The timing is critical, because (like everything else) the price of leather is going up 
dramatically, according to the leather tooler, and our costs will double after the 1st 
weekend in February. This will obviously do the same thing to our selling prices. So, 
if you want one or more, get your order in now. Orders dated by February 5th will be 
honored at the rates on the form. (The form says January 31st, but they have agreed 
to let the current price stand through our Feb. Council meeting in Kerrville.) 
 
 
These knife sheaths have the Camp's special 75th Anniversary Logo. I know many 
Lions don't have the current knife and it may not be available much longer to 
buy. However, a new TLC 75th Anniversary edition Case knife will be coming out 
soon with a handle made out of wood from the camp. They will also be laser 
engraved on one of the blades. They will fit in these knife sheaths. So this will be a 
chance to get a knife sheath for either or both knives before the prices soar. 
 
 
PCC Tom Blase 
1st Vice-Chairman, Executive Committee 
Texas Lions Camp 
 

  



 

 

 

 




